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After sixty-six years of living in the world, what can one re- 
member of his early childhood? I think as I now am trying to 
bring back visions of the years that one recalls much that is dim 
and hazy, and little, very little, that seems to stand out in plain 
and vivid form. 

This retrospection comes to me, following a request that I pre- 
pare for publication in the AnNats or Iowa, an article detailing 
something of the beginning and the history of the soldiers’ or- 
phans’ homes that were established in Iowa at the close of the 
Civil War. Visions come to me, but whether they are real visions 
of actual experiences, especially in the earliest years, retained 
somewhere in my memory, or whether they are recollections of 
facts related to me, I am unable to clearly determine. 

I can recall a night of great commotion in a little cottage at 
La Porte City, in Blackhawk County, Iowa—a night when the 
entire family, my mother and five small children, were awakened 
by the barking of our watchdog, a big, tawny Newfoundland. I 
can remember my mother unbolting and unlocking the door of 
the cottage and the entrance of a great figure of a man—a giant 


1The following article gives personal remembrances of the writer, whose child- 
hood days, from the age of 7 to 16 years, were spent at the Iowa Soldiers Or- 
phans Home, at Cedar Falls. Mr. Gallarno’s father, George Gallarno (Gallar- 
neau), was a native of Canada, born of French parents. His mother was Nancy 
O’Roke, a native of New York state, born in Herkimer County. Mr. Gallarno’s 
grandparents, on his father’s side, were natives of France. When, or how ihe 
name, Gallarneau, was Anglicized, and became Gallarno, is not known. The 
name, with the French spelling, is found today in Montreal and other French- 
Canadian territory, and in Detroit, Michigan, across the border from Windsor, 
Ontario. The English spelling shortens the name, and it is likely that, on ac- 
count of this simplification, the change in spelling was made. ; ; 

2Mr. Gallarno is now, and has been for nearly eighteen years, chief clerk of 
the municipal accounting department, office of the auditor of state, State 
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of a man, preceded by a bounding bundle of energy, the dog ex- 
pressing his gratification at his master’s return, with affectionate 
demonstration. ‘The man was my father. He was as I have 
stated almost a giant in stature, towering more than six feet in 
height with long, bushy locks of black hair, inclined to curl, a 
full black beard, and bright blue, kindly eyes that sparkled with 
the joy of his welcome home. He spoke to my mother, and in 
subdued tones they talked for some minutes. He handed mother 
a legal looking paper. They read it together. It was an order 
for my father to report for military service at Dubuque. After 
several attempts to enlist in the army, followed by rejections 
because of some slight physical disability, the authorities in 
charge had at last accepted his tender of services. The time was 
January, 1864. The enlistment was with the artillery, and 
father had been assigned to the Third Iowa, or Dubuque, Bat- 
tery, known better as Captain Hayden’s Battery. The orders 
were to report at once at headquarters of the battery, then being 
reorganized at Dubuque. 

There was grief in our little home, as in thousands of other 
homes when loved ones were to leave for the defense of their 
country—the grief that comes at parting, but a grief assuaged to 
an extent by the patriotism and love of country that welled in 
every northern heart at that time. Mother was brave through 
her tears, and I can imagine my father going with a lighter heart 
because of her bravery and unfaltering courage. The parting 
was final. They were destined never to meet again. 

I recall another day but a few months following the time of 
my father’s departure. Mother, with her brood of little ones all 
loaded in a big, lumbering wagon, was starting from our home 
for a visit with my grandparents at their farm in the country a 
few miles north of La Porte City. I can remember the youthful 
joy in anticipation of a day in the country. On the main street 
of the little village the horses were halted at the post office, and 
my mother entered to call for mail. When she came back to the 
wagon she was crying. The team was turned about and we were 
driven back to our home. Then I learned my mother had re- 
ceived a letter from Little Rock, Arkansas. It was an army 
letter, written by a comrade and bore the tidings that my father 
was dead. That letter has been treasured in the family all these 
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years, and is now yellow with age and fading. I feel, because of 
its simplicity and its tender directness, that it deserves a place 
in these memoirs. It follows: 

Little Rock, Sep. 23, 1864. 
Mrs. Gallarno: 


I take this opportunity of writing you a few lines to let you know 
there is sad news for you. George was taken sick on the 14th of this 
month, and died the night of the 22nd, at 10 o’clock. I went to the 
graveyard with him. He had a coffin, and a headboard, with his name, 
age and all on it. What few clothes he has got, the Lieutenant will sell 
and send the money to you. What few trinkets he has got, I will send 
them to you as soon as possible. I will send you a lock of his hair in 
this letter. The disease I do not know. If there is anything that you 
want to know write to me and I will tell you, if I can. No more this 
time, so good bye. 

Joun A. Turner. 

In later years I learned from Dr. Jesse Wasson of La Porte, 
the army surgeon who had attended my father in his fatal illness, 
that he was a victim of typhoid fever. The disease had been 
thought to have run its course and my father was convalescing 
and had been granted a furlough to return to his home. The fur- 
lough was to be effective on September 23, but on the evening of 
the 22nd there came a sudden change in his condition and death 
followed a few hours later. The official Iowa War Roster gives 


these terse details: 

Gallarno, George: Ape 34. Residence, La Porte City. Nativity, 
Canada. Enlisted January 13, 1864. Died of disease, September 22, 
1864. Buried National Cemetery, Little Rock, Ark. Section 2, grave 
48. ; 
My father’s death was but one of hundreds that were being 
reported daily from the front, and our home was but one of thou- 
sands in Iowa that were mourning a loss of one or more loved 
ones by the ravages of battle and disease. The war was not all 
on the battle front. Battalions of loyal ones at home were plan- 
ning and working and fighting day and night to bring comfort 
to the soldiers in camp, to aid the sufferers in hospitals, and the 
bereaved ones. At that time there was in Iowa (as in other 
northern states) soldiers’ aid societies, devoted to supplying aid 
and comfort to the Iowa men in the field. One of the first of 
these societies to function in this state was organized at Keokuk 
very early in the war, and Mrs. J. H. Howell, whose husband 
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was editor of the Gate City at Keokuk, was president. The sec- 
retary was Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer of Davenport, and the society 
soon became state wide in its scope and its activities. Mrs. 
Wittenmyer’s services as the guiding genius of the aid societies 
of the state are matters of history recorded in its annals, and this 
account, which relates only to the wonderful generosity and ten- 
derness of the people of Iowa in caring for its children left 
orphaned by the war, will but note the fact that the establishment 
of these homes for soldiers’ orphans was largely the result of 
Mrs. Wittenmyer’s zeal and sympathetic inspiration. In the 
course of her work as sanitary agent for Iowa, Mrs. Wittenmyer 
made many visits to battle fields and southern hospitals. She 
saw many men die, and heard them speak of the children they 
were leaving orphaned and helpless. With the thought of these 
orphans always uppermost in her mind she arranged for a con- 
vention of the aid societies of the state to be held at Muscatine, 
October 7 and 8, 1863. An account of this convention written 
in 1890, says: 

The convention was large and influential and when Mrs. Wittenmyer 
brought forward the project of a soldiers’ orphans’ home it was adopted 
with great enthusiasm. ‘The first home was established at Farmington, 
Iowa, near the city of Keokuk, but soon became too limited in accom- 
modations for the hundreds who sought admission. N. H. Brainard, 
secretary to Governor Kirkwood, Rev. P. P. Ingalls, Rev. Mr. Baird 
of Burlington, Judge Lowe, Judge Wright, Governor Stone, and a host 
of other prominent men of Iowa became identified with the movement. 
An organization was formed called the Iowa Soldiers Orphans Home 
Association. Mrs. Wittenmyer was elected president of the association, 
but refused to serve in that capacity, and urged the election of Gov- 
ernor Stone and the bringing in of the strongest men of the state. At 
the earnest request of the management she went to Washington, D. C., 
in 1865, and through Mr, Stanton, secretary of war, subject to the ap- 
proval of Congress, secured the splendid new barracks of the cavalry 
camp at Davenport, with thirty acres of land adjoining the corporation, 


which cost $4,600, and also $6,000 worth of hospital supplies suitable 
for furnishing the Home. 


That was the beginning in Iowa of the movement to care for 
the orphans of sons of the state who had given their lives for the 
preservation of the Union. The association was supported en- 
tirely by generous gifts from citizens of the state. Soon after 
the Home at Davenport was established it became evident to 
those in charge of the work that it would be a matter of economy, 
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as well as justice to widowed mothers who did not wish the chil- 
dren for whom they were the natural protectors to be removed 
a great distance from them, to establish homes in other sections 
of the state. With this in view the association leased a hotel 
building at Cedar Falls for the reception of children from north- 
ern and eastern Iowa. 

The Eleventh General Assembly, which convened in January, 
1866, was at once confronted with the question of the responsi- 
bility of the state, as a whole, towards the orphans of its soldier 
dead and a law was adopted which provided for the taking over 
of the homes established by the state association. With the au- 
thority of this law, the Board of Trustees provided for under the 
statutes met on July 9, 1866, at Davenport, and received the 
homes from the association, including real estate at Davenport, 
and elsewhere, and personal property at Davenport and at Cedar | 
Falls. The property received consisted of 160 acres of land in 
Emmet County, 40 acres in Chickasaw County, 40 acres in Ring- 
gold County, and 331% acres in Scott County, the latter being 
the land on which the Home at Davenport was located. The 
trustees also received personal property and effects to the amount 
of $26,663.35, as inventoried and appraised by a committee of 
the board, and cash in the sum of $5,833.69. The first purchase 
of land made by the trustees was 61% acres in Scott County, on 
which part of the buildings there were located, but which had not 
been owned by the association. This additional land was pur- 
chased in the fall of 1866 for $697.85. 

The first trustees of the Home were: J. W. Cattell, presi- 
dent, Des Moines; J. A. Parvin, treasurer, Muscatine; P. P. In- 
galls, secretary, Des Moines; N. H. Brainerd, Iowa City; J. B. 
Powers, Cedar Falls; P. G. Wright, Waukon; and T. E. Corkhill, 
Burlington. 

The first financial report of the Board of Trustees, made to 
the General Assembly of the state, was for a period of seventeen 
months, covering the time from June 9, 1866, to November 4, 
1867. This report showed that in June, 1866, when the homes 
were taken over, there were 379 children in the institution at 
Davenport, and 194 at Cedar Falls. One of the first acts of the 
trustees was to establish a third home at Glenwood, in Mills 
County, because of the remoteness of the homes then established 
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from the western and southwestern part of the state. The finan- 
cial statement showed that the total expenditures from June 1, 
1866, to November 4, 1867, for the homes at Cedar Falis and 
Davenport, and from November 1, 1866, to November 4, 1867, 
for the Home at Glenwood, was $117,830.45. Of this $101,- 
864.78 was received from the state, and the balance from the 
former association and cash donations made by citizens in dif- 
ferent sections of the state. Mrs. H. E. McQueston of Iowa 
City, as an agent for the Home at Davenport, collected and 
turned into the treasury a total of $4,055.25, at an expense of 
$146.25. It seems to me a list of the cities, towns and organiza- 
tions making these donations is of special interest, and worthy 
of preservation. The donations received by Mrs. McQueston 
were as follows: 


Lowars Cityita. 2. a ani $ 404.00 Sigourney ............-- 107.59 
AT DIA Matec te ctantee hae 90.45. Ottuniwa) Secan cece ence 87.50 
CHATICON Siva one be ats le inne 89.08 Springdale sa.... so. es 26.79 
WKEOSANQUA) Giste oc es wreiiels 73.08 ‘West’ Liberty..7.¢7s.400% 50.00 
Welle Ss tate cine Meee 442.60 Washington ............. 50.00 
Newton iid. sata s?swrtreness Sire 154.00 Columbus City........... 35.00 
Winterselius. -ofcnaadedee 74.60 Mddywille: 502), asslasiin See 36.60 
Indianola’. we avae. sons ac 184.00 Bloomfield 2 vn w.2s%- eas 68.00 
Museatine Siwree sccreckieacs 180.00" Fairhietd) snmp sie Genel 14.00 
Des: Moines ssn. srsten aa 962.88 —“Bentonsport 2... 2.00" oss 28.52 
Zion . Chanel: Saisie ae ALGO (WiltomVics:Ginweecce see 11.50 
Burnilngtonsciay'. acne cats B50%5:., Wapelloscc: ccs ames pe 29.50 
Chas. Ey Crogby.ccvaeninins 25.00. Apeney Citycnicincn cnianse 13.00 
TAPTOR nani eaten. 100.65... Atalissa «. .ndiw oa ne omen 16.00 
Grinnell ees s pear ween 116,00 

Mt, «Pleasant. oy.4<.vceses 73.20 Lobale vn ceateeese $4,055.25 
Oskaloosaesui th arenes 169.70 


The donations for the Home at Cedar Falls, collected by Miss 
Sweet, of that city were: ; 


Clinton tan ctv ae oe $° 80.00 “Hortons ic .o seo teed 12.00 
Ons Sais: wenn eens BQ;005 5 Waukornc)rw scene ie 137.00 
Mie Veron <....cva seen 16.00 ~“ Ee@ReIr cenaighis tse scene 225.00 
PATE IIOBE (ere ones 80.00" “MeGrener fa... cceeveeen 130.00 
Marion inte s .<itas eee 20.00" “West: Union Guy icemens 25.00 
Mintons snin ki ae 66.00 _.. Mayette trusmanicaeen ae ane 20.00 
EOLGU Oar, ac..c 3 ar oe eae 80.00 Other sources............ 114.83 
Dabuque® vac isawas er 78.40 Post 44 G. A. R. and Citi- 

Indépendence ..,.....é0. 11.05 zens, Strawberry Point. 110.00 
Lower Walls 20. teste ‘+. 17.50 G. A, Ry Cedar Falls.... “50:00 


Maryville. iiwsids d.rhere 87.00. .Decorah' hy secrat ene - 125.00 
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ENGI GY tare Warranties iis + 9.28 Nashua 


SO CACO RE SIRE 15.00 
CECI OMG ete cls os esos < le SD U0MEE ES TACsONG weu pi eatin dn cc 5.00 
IBOORESDOrO! we. pete <« 6.00 Miss’ Brubaker........4.. 3.35 
Wetrsivalls eee Pee orn oo, 22.00 Wm. Penfield............ 4.00 
Charles) Cityiticiticc.s i « 40.00  W. W. Wetherell......... 5.00 
SARE Saat ative oes ie ts 58.00 Joseph Huffman......... 5.00 
Etre i ellen ey ct sice eels hye 25.00 Mrs. Richardson......... 1.00 
LOLS. eer Sas Aarne a 8.60 “Ac eMorrisongbals =....%<. 100.00 
NETS OM Daley. Sisrie ssor0 vite 5.00 = 
EMOSVIILE! Neos; / did sisvale « 8.15 RE Oballanter of caaacesuetG $1,722.16 


Other donations and receipts acknowledged by the trustees of 
the homes during the first year of their supervision were: 

B. F. Allen, treasurer of the association, $5,833.69; property 
sold at Davenport, $2,030.08; Miss Stephens, Louisa County, 
$88.50; Miss Simpson, Muscatine, $59.00; Masonic Grand Lodge 
of Iowa, $100.00; Ladies’ Aid Society, LeClaire, $115.00; and 
Mrs. Gates, Oskaloosa, $1.00. 

The expenses reported for the first seventeen months of oper- 
ation of the homes, under their jurisdiction were: For the Home 
at Davenport, with an average of 479.6 orphans actually sup- 
ported, $78,905.74, being $9.67 per month for each child; for 
the Cedar Falls Home, with an average of 246.64 orphans sup- 
ported, $36,791.35, being $8.77 for each child; for the Home at 
Glenwood, from November, 1866, to November 4, 1867, with an 
average of 16.52 orphans supported, $2,133.39, being $10.76 per 
month for each child. 

These general statistics, showing the beginning of the opera- 
tion of the homes, under state direction, are gleaned from official 
reports made to the General Assembly. 

My father’s life had been given to his country, and to the care 
of his country had been given his widow and five children, the 
oldest being scarcely fourteen years of age. What battles my 
mother fought in caring for us, I never knew. I only remember 
that the state of Iowa, then actually in its infancy as a common- 
wealth, came to the rescue and aid of the widows and orphans 
left by the ravages of civil war. The national government, al- 
though then at the very end of its resources, still asserted its re- 
sponsibility to those dependents of its sons who had given their 
all for its preservation. 5 

The gratitude of the national government was at first expressed 
in pension awards to disabled survivors of the conflict and to the 
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widows of the soldiers who had died. My mother was granted a 
pension of $4.00 a month, an amount which today, in comparison 
with the increased generosity of the government to its defenders, 
seems meager indeed. But small as this pittance was, mother 
held the family together. The struggle with her, as it was with 
thousands of other widowed mothers in Iowa, must have been 
overpowering, however, and I can sense the relief that must have 
come to her, and the burden that must have been lifted from her 

heart when she learned that the state of Iowa had decided to 
assume the responsibility the war had brought, and to educate 
and care for the dependent orphans of its soldier dead. 

The movement, as heretofore stated, for the creation of homes 
in Iowa to care for children left orphaned by the war, originated 
with a few loyal and patriotic men and women in Lee County 
and the first home was established near the town of Farmington. 
It is almost impossible to secure accurate details regarding thi: 
first effort of Iowa people to care for the orphans of their sol- 
diers. The most exact information obtainable from pioneer resi- 
dents of Farmington is that the first refuge for the orphans was 
known as the Lawrence Orphans Home, and it was in a large 
brick building, erected for a hotel, and located about one and a 
half miles from Farmington. This building was used for about 
two years, from 1864, and it is said the children were then re- 
moved to a building which was known as the Quaker Academy, 
near the town of Houghton, Lee County. This great humani- 
tarian work, as related previously in this narrative, came through 
the efforts of Mrs. Wittenmyer, resulting in the establishment of 
the homes at Davenport and Cedar Falls and the taking over of 
the project by the state in 1866. 

As my mother lived in Blackhawk County, only twenty-three 
miles south of Cedar Falls, my two sisters, two brothers and 
myself were taken to that institution. There was no north and 
south railroad in Blackhawk County at that time. We were taken 
by stage to Waterloo, and from there seven miles by railroad, 
over the Dubuque and Sioux City Railway, now the Illinois 
Central. 

We were taken to the Home in October, 1866, and my seventh 
birthday had been May 20 of that year. The Home had been 
constructed for use as a hotel. It was a long, rambling building, 
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located on Main Street. The building was found illy adapted 
for the use to which it was being put. It was old and in con- 
stant need of repair. The lease which the state took over was to 
run until the fall of 1868, and the trustees at once, after assum- 
ing control, began a movement for an appropriation for the erec- 
tion of a more habitable building. When the General Assembly 
of the state convened in 1868, one of its important and early acts 
was the appropriation of $25,000.00 for the erection of a new 
home. It was of brick construction, with basement and three 
stories. The basement was used for dining room, store room, 
‘kitchen and bath room. The first floor was divided into rooms 
for the superintendent, an office and library, a large reception 
room, and school rooms. The second floor had four ward rooms 
for the girls, the sewing room, and rooms for the employes. The 
third floor had four ward rooms for the boys, and a suite of rooms 
for hospital purposes. Although the new building was still in 
an incompleted condition, the children were moved into it on 
October 12, 1869. The new Home was situated in the exact 
center of a tract of forty acres of land donated to the state by 
the citizens of Cedar Falls. It was about two miles from the 
center of the city. 

At the time I was taken to the Home the superintendent was 
J. B. Abbott, who had assumed his duties the previous month. 
Mrs. Abbott was matron. Mr. Abbott, as I remember him, was 
a severe disciplinarian. He did not believe in sparing the rod. 
He was a man of fiery red hair and also of fiery temper, and 
perhaps this combination accounted for his sternness in dealing 
with the children, and for the severity of punishment, when pun- 
ishment was administered. The children resented his treatment 
and several of the more adventurous, to escape it, ran away from 
the Home. In most cases they were either returned by their 
parents, if they had reached their homes, or were captured and 
brought back by the superintendent. Mr. Abbott’s administra- 
tion extended only from September, 1866, to January, 1867. 
Complaints which had come to the attention of the trustees of 
the Home during these months caused them to make a change in 
the superintendency, and Mr. Abbott was succeeded in January, 
1867, by S. W. Cole of Des Moines. The incumbency of Mr. 
Cole, however, was short, covering but five months. Where the 
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previous superintendent, Mr. Abbott, had gained a reputation 
of being unreasonably harsh in discipline and mode of punish- 
ment, Mr. Cole was found to be too lenient. At least that was 
the understanding we children had. I doubt if. he ever inflicted 
corporal punishment on a child, and I believe sometimes there 
was rejoicing in the minds of the boys and girls who, for some 
infraction of the rules, were ordered to report to the superin- 
tendent, for often when this occurred the punishment adminis- 
tered, instead of being a switch or a ruler applied to the most 
vulnerable portion of the anatomy, would consist of a kind, fath- 
erly lecture, and a stick of candy or an apple, given as a reward 
in advance for future promised goodness. 


I often have endeavored, since those years, to determine in my 
own mind which of the two methods of inculcating order and 
obedience was to be preferred. Undoubtedly there were good 
points as well as faults in each method and a happy medium 
would form the ideal discipline. 


This happy medium, I think, was attained by the trustees of 
the Home in the selection of Henry F. Tucker of Mitchell County 
to succeed Mr. Cole. Mr. Tucker was a soldier, having served 
through the war in a Vermont regiment. He was of extraordi- 
nary stature, considerably more than six feet in height. He could 
be stern and unrelenting when occasion required, but he had the 
kindliest blue eyes, and his smile would disarm the most recalci- 
trant youth. Under his administration the children were placed 
on their honor, there was no punishment administered by either 
the teachers or managers of the wards, and the greatest punish- 
ment that could be given any of the children was to send them 
to the office of the superintendent for delinquency or disobedience. 

Mr. Tucker came to the Home on June 1, 1868, and remained 
in charge until the Cedar Falls Home was merged with the one 
at Davenport in June, 1876. On June 7 of that year the trus- 
tees of the Soldiers Orphans Home met at Cedar Falls with the 
trustees of the State Normal School (now the State Teachers 
College), which had been created by the Sixteenth General As- 
sembly, and a transfer of the Cedar Falls Home real estate to 
the Normal School was effected. The school also took over con- 
siderable personal property from the Home, The children then 
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remaining in the Cedar Falls Home were transferred to Daven- 
port. 

There was a season of sorrow and sadness at the Home when 
it was realized that the time for final separation had arrived. It 
was as the disintegration of a large family, for the boys and girls 
at the Home were really a united family, toward whom Mr. 
Tucker had acted the part of the kindest and most considerate 
father and adviser. I had been in the school for nine years, 
attending the classes and the studies from the primary to the 
highest grades in the grammar department. Reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, with drills in spelling, with grammar, history, 
and geography, and with a touch of geometry the last year, com- 
prised the circle around which we traveled. From the Home, in 
June, 1875, shortly after my sixteenth birthday, I went direct to 
the office of The La Porte City Progress, where I served as an 
apprentice at the printer’s trade—thus rounding out at the type 
case an education, grounded principally on the three R’s as ad- 
ministered at the Home, through the thoughtful generosity of 
the state. F 

In reverting back in memory to this humane and beneficent 
enterprise, in which Iowa led the whole sisterhood of states, I 
feel like ever expressing anew my gratitude to the commonwealth. 
To take a child whose father’s strong arm held a bayonet at the 
breast of treason when the thunders of civil war reverberated 
along the horizon of the republic, from its mother’s embrace when 
her failing “barrel and cruse’’ demanded the sacrifice, and ten- 
derly to watch its development, and carefully train each maturing 
faculty for the ordeal of life, was indeed an act almost divine. 

The schools maintained at the Home were in rank the equal 
of, if not superior to, many of the public schools of the cities 
and towns of the state. The school comprised three depart- 
ments, primary, intermediate and grammar. In the primary de- 
partment there were taught the alphabet with word method, pho- 
netic spelling, reading and spelling; first, second and third read- 
ers; writing and drawing with pencil and chalk; elementary les- 
sons in numbers; and primary lessons in geography, with map 
drawing. 

The course of studies in the intermediate grade comprised read- 
ing and spelling, third and fourth readers; writing; arithmetic, 
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rudiments and mental; the manual of geography and map draw- 
ing; declamation, and simple exercises in sentence forming. 

The grammar school carried the higher classes to reading and 
spelling, fifth reader; writing, with mercantile forms; arithmetic 
reviewed, elementary algebra; English grammar; physiology and 
hygiene; declamation and composition. Lessons were given also 
in natural philosophy, botany, and geometry. There also was 
given considerable time in the advanced classes to the study of 
the Constitution of the United States, with charts analyzing its 
provisions and contents. If the teachers who represented the 
matter to us at that time, and who held the document as perfect 
and worthy of standing for all time as an inviolable model of 
government to all the world, could return today and see what 
the twentieth century model of the great document looks like, and 
learn of the attempts which are being made to further amend and 
mutilate it, how, I wonder, could they reconcile themselves to 
the new ideals and conditions? 

The religious life of the children was not neglected, but there 
never was any attempt on the part of those in charge to place 
the Home on a sectarian basis. Ministers from the various 
churches in Cedar Falls alternated in the holding of services at 
the Home on Sunday afternoon. Sunday school classes were or- 
ganized and conducted by our teachers. Weekly prayer meetings 
were held, attended voluntarily by the children and in which they 
took part at will. On Sunday evenings the large reception room 
in the Home building was a meeting place for the children and 
there, to the strains of a Clark & Story melodian, played by one 
of the teachers, or one of the musically inclined children, familiar 
hymns were sung in chorus. 

The Home children, also in furtherance of their education, were 
occasionally permitted to attend lectures and entertainments in 
the city. The auditorium in which these lectures and other en- 
tertainments were held was known as Phoenix Hall, located over 
Wise & Bryant’s drug store on the main street of the city, and 
almost directly opposite the present Blackhawk Hotel. Two of 
these occasions stand out in my memory now. One was an even- 
ing with the “Swiss Bell Ringers,” a company of artists from 
Switzerland, who produced wonderful music from a collection of 
hand bells, properly graded and tuned. The second was a lecture 
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by General Kilpatrick, relating his experiences in the Civil War. 
Another evening in Phoenix Hall is also distinctly remembered. 
It was the occasion of a “spelling match” in which the contestants 
had been selected from the best spellers in the schools at Cedar 
Falls, the district schools surrounding the city, and the Orphans 
Home. Whether worthily.so or not, I had the honor of being one 
of the representatives from the Orphans Home. The contest 
dragged its furious way through a bombardment of words that 
mowed the spellers down with machine gun regularity until, I 
remember, but three of us were left standing—two from the 
Home school, including myself, and one from a little country dis- 
trict school near the Home. The latter, a boy of about my own 
age, turned out to be the best speller and the winner of the con- 
test. I cannot recall the word on which he finally won the match 
from the lone little girl from the Home, who stood up to the at- 
tack for some time after I had been “spelled down,” but I do 
recall the word which sent me to my seat was “juiciness.” My 
spelling of it was “juicyness.” I failed to follow the rule of 
changing “‘y” to “i,’ if preceded by a consonant, when adding 
another syllable beginning with a consonant. Much more atten- 
tion was paid to spelling in our public schools of those days than 
is given to the matter at the present time. 

I have spoken of the care taken by the state of the physical 
bodies of the children,. how we were comfortably clothed and 
wholesomely fed. The boys were dressed alike in brown jeans, 
and although the clothing was not worn or distinguished as an 
insignia of attendance at the Home, it was so distinguished, and 
in the town of Cedar Falls the citizens had no trouble in separat- 
ing the “Home boys” from the “town boys.” Our clothing, with 
the exception of hats, caps, shoes, and shirts, was manufactured 
in the sewing room of the Home, the seamstress being assisted 
in the work by the older girls. We did not know anything of the 
comfort of underclothing, or of overcoats, though for that matter 
we were but little exposed to the elements during the winter sea- 
son. ‘The girls, whose clothing was nearly all made at the Home, 
wore prints for common, and worsted, percales, ete., for occa- 
sional dresses. Cotton flannel vests, and wool skirts and hose 
were furnished for winter. Their shoes of unlined kip, high cut, 
were made to order, With the aid of those in charge of the 
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sewing room each of the girls over twelve years of age was re- 
quired to make her own dresses. When children had reached the 
age of sixteen years, and under the provisions of the state could 
no longer be cared for at the Home, they were given discharges 
and the boys were provided each with two coats, two vests, three 
pairs of pants and three shirts. We did not have white shirts, 
but for Sunday “dress-up” we were supplied with paper fronts, 
known as “dickeys,” to which could be attached paper collars and 
cuffs. When thus adorned, and with our copper toed and shining 
shoes, we felt that we were really attired for any occasion. The 
clothing supplied to each of-the girls on being discharged con- 
sisted of four changes of dresses, two changes of underclothing, 
three pairs of hose, shoes, and wraps, and a good hat. 

As stated above, the food furnished at the Home was plain but 
wholesome. On special occasions, such as Thanksgiving day, 
Christmas, and New Year’s, extra treats of candies, nuts and 
other delicacies were given us, but for the regulation diet we 
subsisted on bread, meat occasionally, butter (limited to twice a 
day and small amounts), molasses of the sorghum variety, vege- 
tables, soup and gravy, with cake and pie on rare occasions. We 
did not suffer on such a diet. In fact there is no doubt but that 
the general good health of the hundreds of children cared for at 
the Home was the result of this regulated diet. That some of us 
at times complained of the sameness of the dishes served and of 
the recurring regularity brought on by the program from the 
kitchen, fixing the meals day by day for the year, is not to be 
doubted. But as we grew older we came to know that the minds 
which had determined our diet knew our needs better than we did, 
and that they thus fortified us with healthy bodies and minds. 

Our breakfasts consisted of baked beans, boiled rice, hominy 
and salt fish, corn bread, fried mush and pancakes, each once 
a week; beef steak, twice each week; hash three times; potatoes 
four times; white and brown bread, syrup and butter daily. 

The dinners, over the week, were as follows: 

Monday—Roast beef, baked potatoes, bread, white and brown. 

Tuesday—Boiled beef and vegetables, bread as above. 

Wednesday—Beef soup, potatoes, bread and pudding. 

Thursday—Roast beef, vegetables and bread as above. 

Friday—Stewed beans, with beef and pork, bread as above, 
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Saturday—Stewed meat and vegetables, bread, white and 
brown. 

For suppers we had white bread, fried potatoes, biscuits (five 
times a week), graham bread (once a week), cold meat, milk 
toast, cakes and pies (occasionally), butter, syrup and sauce of 
dried or green fruit. 

Manual training, such as we have in practically all of our pub- 
lie schools today, was unknown in the schools at the Home, and 
this being true there was little to occupy the time of the children 
outside of school hours, except for the few who were detailed 
daily to light work in our wards, in the kitchen, and in the din- 
ing room. The routine of one day was practically the routine 
of all others, and I find detailed in one of the reports made by 
our superintendent to the Board of Trustees a complete outline 
of a day’s duties as follows: 

A. M.—At 4 the engineer is called to light the furnace fires. From 
5 to 5:30 the older children rise, make their beds and attend to any 
other dormitory work under the direction of the night nurse, who also 
acts as dormitory manager; from 5:30 to 6:00 the younger children arise 
and attend to duties as above. At 5:30 the eight ironing girls, the 
laundry boys, the two barn boys, the engineer’s two helpers, the two 
kitchen boys and the office boy report for duty. Of the others some 
study, some read, many girls take this hour to sew, and some of the 
boys, desiring outdoor recreation, go to the exercise poles when the 
weather is not too cold. At 6:10 the bell calls all but the kitchen and 
dining hall details to the wards to make such preparation for the din- 
ing hall as due regard for personal appearance suggests. The man- 
agers seize these opportunities to impart useful lessons in personal 
cleanliness, politeness, manners and morals. At 6:30 they are called to 
breakfast. Twenty-five minutes is allotted to the meal, and ten to de- 
votional exercises, which consist of reading the Bible, singing and re- 
peating the Lord’s prayer, in which the children join audibly. From 
7:10 till 8:45 all details of boys and girls are employed in the labor to 
which they may have been assigned. At 8:45 all assemble in their wards 
to attend to any preparation that may be necessary to make them pre- 
sentable at school. They are called to the school room at 9:00 where 
they remain until 10:45, when all are allowed a recess of fifteen min- 
utes. Returning, they remain in school until 12:00. 

P. M.—From 12:00 to 12:15, preparation in the wards for dinner; 
12:15 to 12:45, dinner; 12:45 to 1:45, recreation for all except kitchen, 
pantry and dining hall details. At 1:45 preparation for school, as above. 
At 2:00 all march into the school rooms; from 3:45 to 4:00, recess; from 
5:00 to 5:10, intermission between school and supper bell. From 5:10 
to 5:30, preparation for supper; from 5:30 to 6:00, supper; from 6:00 to 


IOWA’S CARE FOR HER SOLDIERS’ ORPHANS 179 


7:30, amusements, reading or sewing, at pleasure; from 7:30 to 8:30, 
advanced classes study and younger children go to bed; es 8:30 to 
9:00, older children retire. At 10:00 o’clock lights are extinguished (ex- 
cept in halls) and the house is closed for the night. 

General duties in addition to special are assigned for Saturdays, such 
as policing the grounds, filling the beds (straw ticks), house cleaning 
and other similar work. The children are carefully bathed and their 
clothing changed once each week, on Friday evening and on Saturday, 
and oftener when necessary. The boys whose conduct has been meri- 
torious during the week, usually are rewarded by a half holiday, Satur- 
day afternoon. The children rise half an hour later on the Sabbath, 
take their breakfast one hour later, and supper three-fourths of an 
hour earlier than on other days. A lunch of crackers, cakes and ap- 
ples takes the place of the usual dinner on Sunday. 


Those Saturday afternoon holidays—what memories they bring 
back! How we trooped in freedom to the city at times, and in 
season to the fields and woods! What a wonderful place was 
Dry Run in those days, and the old swimming hole on a farm 
belonging to “Uncle Sammy Rounds,’ who was, indeed, a real 
“Uncle Sammy” to the boys from the Home! Dry Run—at times 
a raging torrent, but mostly a dry graveled bed, running irregu- 
larly to the Cedar River. There were the plum trees and the 
crab apple trees along its banks, and grapevines, all loaded with 
their luscious fruit in season; and there was the bubbling and 
bountiful spring; the exhaustless spring, clear and cold, which 
today and for many years past has supplied the city of Cedar 
Falls with water free from pollution or contamination. How like 
the weary explorers which we played we were on these after- 
noons, we “slaked our thirst” at this bubbling fountain! Then, 
with renewed strength, how we scaled the bluffs, now embracing 
the incorporated town of Cedar Heights, and from that vantage 
point gazed out on the world we were going to conquer some day ! 

And then there were other Saturday afternoon holidays spent in 
the city, prosaic and dull, in comparison, but still for us filled 
with adventures ever new and exciting. There was Jorgenson’s 
bakery—I think I have the name correct—where we traded our 
precious pennies for cakes or candy; and Wise & Bryant’s drug 
store, to which we rushed in droves asking for the privilege to 
‘“neddle almanacs” at the season of the year when such publica- 
tions were distributed. There were two of the almanacs which 
are now vividly brought to mind. Hostetters’, advertising Hos- 
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tetters’ Bitters, supposed to be a tonic par excellence ; and N. W. 
Ayer & Son’s publication, which gave special attention to Ayer's 
Sarsaparilla as the great health giving and health sustaining 
medicine. How we trudged the streets, shivering and shaking, 
but happy in the thought of the reward which was to come to us 
for these efforts! Sometimes the reward was candy, sometimes 
it was a pencil—how I cherished my first tale slate pencil earned 
in this manner—and sometimes it was stalks of licorice root, with 
its sweet bitter taste, and considered, perhaps, by most of the 
boys the greatest treat of all. And Jennings’ meat market, where 
B. G. Jennings, great hearted and happy, and having a tender 
feeling always for the Home boys, gladly welcomed us and al- 
ways saw that we were liberally supplied with what we called 
“scraps” and what others call “cracklings,” an appetizing residue 
of scraps of pork after the fat has been “tried out.” 

We had our games and our sports in those days. There was 
“Prisoners’ Base,’ ‘““Pomp, Pomp, Pull Away,” “Anty, Anty 
Over,” and “Two Old Cat.” The latter games were played with 
a base ball, not the regulation league ball of today, but one con- 
siderably larger and much softer. Base ball, as it is played 
today, was unknown to us children. These were the outdoor 
games, along with a game which I think originated with one of 
the boys at the Home, and which we called “Scout.” The players 
were divided into forces, the loyalists and their enemies, or at 
times, the intrepid woodsmen and plainsmen and their Indian 
foes. Each side had its rendezvous, and each side sent out scout- 
ing parties instructed to capture and bring into camp its enemies. 
The game was wild and rough at times, but the greatest damage 
was done to the clothing of the participants, and for that reason 
the game did not have a very lengthy existence. Then, during 
the later years we had at the Home the more gentle and genteel 
game of croquet. This game was mostly indulged in by the 
teachers and other employees of the Home, although the older 
children were permitted to play, on invitation. The court was 
scientifically constructed of clay, hardened and smooth as a floor, 
and permitted perfect and accurate playing. 

The Orphans Home had a library which, at the time of the 
closing of the institution, carried a total of nearly 1,500 volumes. 
In the library one found most of the standard poets, and a long 
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list of works by such authors as Scott, Muhlbach, Dickens, 
Cooper, Prescott, Bayard Taylor, Jacob Abbott, and others. In 
addition to these were many of the lighter works of fiction of 
that day. I remember now, and almost feel again, the thrill that 
came to me in reading J. Fenimore Cooper’s “The Deer Slayer,” 
“The Pathfinder,” and especially, “The Last of the Mohicans.” 
There was the lure of Chingachgook, the old chief, always friend- 
ly with and loyal to the whites, and his son, the young warrior, 
Uncas. ‘These two were my special favorites and heroes. Uncas 
brought to my heart many delightful throbs of excitement by his 
daring exploits, and many throbs of sorrow and unashamed tears 
when he was untimely slain in battle. I have recently reread 
“The Last of the Mohicans.” ‘The story held my interest, but 
there was not found in it the pull at my heartstrings that came 
with its reading in my boyhood days. 

Then there was DeFoe’s “Robinson Crusoe.” Of all the novels 
in the Home library this was probably the one most eagerly 
sought and most numerously read by the boys, who reveled in 
the adventures of Crusoe and his man Friday. 

I also recall that series of novels by Oliver Optic, depicting 
the adventures of two brothers; Tom and Jack Somers, through 
the years of the Civil War. Jack was the hero of “The Sailor 
Boy,’ “The Yankee Middy,” and “Brave Old Salt,” and Tom 
the hero of “The Soldier Boy,’ “The Young Lieutenant,” and 
“Fighting Joe.” I find myself now occasionally longing to grow 
young again and to feel myself carried away with Jack and Tom, 
to glorious triumphs for the cause of liberty and freedom. 

Whether the reading of these recognized standard works of 
fiction served as an incentive to the appetite for more tales of 
heroism and wild adventure, or whether it came from the natural 
appeal of youth, looking out on a world unknown, and thrilling 
to know it, I cannot say. It is a fact, however, that a few read- 
ings of the novels above noted seemed to urge an appetite for the 
wildest adventuring. In those years, and in fact until the early 
‘eighties, there were being published in New York, mostly by 
Street & Smith, editors of the New York Weekly, and by Beadle 
& Co., and Munroe & Co., a long list of cheap pamphlets, popu- 
larly known as “Dime Novels” (because the cost was a ten cent 
piece), and as “Yellow-Backs’’ (because the cover was generally 
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of yellow paper, with highly illumined title page). Of course 
at the Home the reading of novels of this character was strictly 
prohibited, but those days developed “scoff laws,” just as does 
the present prohibitory regime. How we boys hoarded our pen- 
nies—and we had to hoard them for they came into our posses- 
sion very seldomly—auntil the amount required to purchase a 
novel was on hand, and how eagerly we searched the news stands 
for the most enticing titles and covers! The boys in my ward, 
or a number of us at least, organized ourselves into a reading 
club so as to clandestinely engage in partaking of this forbidden 
fruit. And in order to be more secure in our pursuit we resorted 
to many deceptions for the perusal of these wild tales. 

I remember an adventure with one of the novels. It was 
“Texas Joe,” and the characters in the adventure with it were a 
playmate named George Gibbs, my teacher of the last year in 
school, Miss Frances Bradley, and myself. Texas Joe was an 
intrepid hunter and Indian fighter, a roistering two gun man, 
cruel and relentless to his foes, but tender and thoughtful with 
his friends, and loyal to the core. He was my ideal of a moun- 
taineer, trapper, hunter, prospector and miner. He always got 
his mountain lion or bear with a single shot, and that “squarely 
between the eyes.” He was always on hand to rescue the fair 
maiden in distress, a captive of the Indians. He would rout a 
band of the red skins single handed and alone; and always es- 
caped from the encounter unscathed and scoring his victories by 
cutting additional notches on the stock of his rifle, to indicate the 
number of redskins who had “bit the dust” because of his daring 
and his unerring aim. 

Our reading club, to escape observation, had constructed an 
underground rendezvous off in one corner of the forty-acre field 
in the center of which the Home building was located. The 
rendezvous was constructed with an intent to make it difficult of 
detection, the excavation, about four or five feet deep, and sev- 
eral feet square, was covered with boards on which was laid the 
original sod. There was left a small opening, over which a 
boulder was rolled to make it unnoticeable. By rolling this stone 
away we found room by much squirming and hard work to force 
ourselves into the underground hut. There, especially on Satur- 
day afternoons, when the weather would permit, we would con- 
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gregate and choose one of our number as reader. The reader 
was the last one to enter the cave, and always sat with his back 
to the opening, through which the light was streaming. These 
gatherings soon were stopped, however, for I remember plainly 
our chagrin when, on visiting the cave one Saturday afternoon, 
we found it destroyed. Also we found ourselves, soon after- 
wards, holding audiences with the superintendent of the Home, 
and our wonderful novels confiscated. 

The novel, “Texas Joe,” which I have mentioned, was, I think, 
my favorite, and it was the only novel of that character which I 
can remember to have read with the knowledge and consent of 
our teacher. I had loaned the book to George Gibbs, a seatmate 
in school, and he was found by the teacher industriously perusing 
it during school hours, having hidden it away behind the pages 
of his geography. Miss Bradley, our teacher, quietly took charge 
of the novel, and admonished George to remain after school had 
closed for the day. This meant, of course, some punishment 
for disobedience to the rules of the school. As the novel was 
property belonging to me I felt equally guilty with George. I 
decided that it was my duty to remain after school hours, also, 
and when Miss Bradley had dismissed George I penitently ap- 
proached her desk and informed her of my ownership of the tale 
of adventure and of my responsibility for the infraction of the 
rules. I was duly lectured and made to feel my guilt in dis- 
obedience, and then just when I had reached the lowest ebb of 
sorrow and self debasement I was lifted to the realms of light 
by Miss Bradley inquiring if I had read the book. Only a por- 
tion of it, I informed her, and also stated that I had just reached 
the most mysterious and exciting part of the story. Then the 
novel was handed to me with the information that I might com- 
plete the reading of it, but that it was then to be at once re- 
turned to her for destruction. I finished the reading, returned 
the book to Miss Bradley, and I am sure that there and then 
ended the career of Texas Joe, especially as it related to that 
ene paper bound volume and that, in his yellow back, he was 
duly consigned to the flames. It may have been a wrong act 
from the standpoint of some, but I always have and always will 
bless the memory of my old teacher for this show of understand- 
ing and sympathy with youth in the making. 
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At the present time, when contemplating the literature which 
seems to have attained the greatest popularity, and to have taken 
hold as “the best sellers,’ I am inclined to make a comparison. 
Such a comparison would be strongly in favor of the old-time, 
yellow-backed dime novel. Its descriptions and teachings of the 
woods, waters, mountains and plains—of wild animals and their 
haunts—are certainly to be preferred to the modern day stories 
of sex and passion, of overdrawn drawing room antics of society, 
of super crooks and super bootleggers. I am free to state 
that I prefer “Diamond Dick” and the trackless forest to the 
various forms of ‘Three Weeks” under many titles, and I prefer 
“Texas Joe” and the clean prairie to “Snappy Stories” and other 
magazines of that ilk. 

Reading of these novels as a boy filled me with ambition to 
become an author, and when I was fourteen years old, in collab- 
oration with Lou W. Rogers, a classmate of my own age, I wrote 
a novel. It concerned the lives of Rogers and myself, and our 
imaginary adventures in the wilds of western America. The title 
we gave it was, “Out West Among the Gold Mines, or the Career 
of Two Home Boys.” The work was, of course, crudely exe- 
cuted, but we had the hearty support of our teacher, Miss Brad- 
ley, of whom I have spoken heretofore. As we completed the 
chapters of the story we submitted each to Miss Bradley for her 
criticism or approval, and I have often thought how tolerant she 
must have been to permit us to continue this infliction, even to a 
rhyming last chapter, a rhyming which, at the time, we conceived 
to be poetry. There must have been kindness, love, and great 
forbearance in her nature, for instead of criticising or destroying 
the manuscript, Miss Bradley praised it and encouraged us to 
continue our efforts. Lou and I had been roommates in our wards 
and classmates in school for several years, and the only rift that 
ever occurred in our strongly cemented friendship was occasioned 
by this, our first literary venture. As stated we both were heroes 
of the story, and, as we took turns in penning alternate chapters, 
our heroic deeds were pretty evenly divided, and there was no 
occasion for jealousy. But at last jealousy did arise and a bitter 
boyish enmity was brought about by the novel, an enmity that 
was not cast aside until years afterwards. 

Our novel had a heroine, as was proper with all good works 
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of fiction in those days—and is proper today, for that matter. 
Our heroine was one of the girls at the Home, a sprightly miss, 
with whom we both were boyishly entranced. Like all good fic- 
tion writers we realized that at last the heroine, after passing 
successfully through the numerous adventures to which we sub- 
jected her must, from feelings of gratitude to her preservers, if 
for no other reason, feel it her duty to become the bride of one 
of the Sir Galahads who had performed such miraculous deeds 
in her behalf. They say all good fiction writers form strong at- 
tachments, even love, for the characters their imagination has 
created. There is no doubt but that Lou and I fully felt the 
truth of this saying, and each of us insisted that he should be 
the one to produce the closing chapter of the novel, to dispose 
of the characters, and to indite the ‘‘and they lived happily ever 
after” finis. There the quarrel arose, but finally I had the pleas- 
ure of completing the story, and Lou remained in the West, a 
hunter and trapper, and the inveterate foe of the Indian tribes 
infesting that country. In real life our heroine, after leaving 
the Home, became the wife of a business man in Franklin Coun- 
ty, at Hampton first, and later at Alexander, where she died a 
few years ago. Lou Rogers is now living in California, and is 
a lecturer for the International Theosophical Society. I have 
attempted no other works of fiction but feel that, probably, the 
incentive given to my efforts at that time by Miss Bradley was a 
moving factor leading me to newspaper work which I followed 
for many years. 

If Carnegie medals for heroism had been in effect during those 
years at the Home, as they are today, I recall two instances 
where medals would undoubtedly have been awarded. One of 
the medals would surely have been given to a teacher at the 
school, Miss Jean L. Terry, and another to one of the older boys, 
Edgar Hodges. In the latter case the incident was one of ex- 
ceptional daring and bravery. I cannot recall the exact year 
of the accident, but it was in the springtime, and on a date when 
the trustees of the home were making their regular quarterly 
visit of inspection. The Home building was a four-story brick 
structure located on the highest spot of ground in that part of 
the county. It was topped with a cupola of roomy dimensions. 
The cupola was open and surrounded on all sides by a platform 
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and the platform was enclosed with a picket railing. From this 
platform, which was about ninety feet from the ground, could 
be obtained a wonderful view of the surrounding country. Gener- 
ally the stairway, leading from the attic to the cupola floor, was 
kept closed and securely locked, but on this occasion the trustees 
had made a trip to the cupola as part of their tour of inspection, 
and the stairway, with the door unlocked, had been left accessible 
to others. A number of the boys playing in the attic found the 
way to the cupola open and extended their playground to that 
viewpoint. In the course of their play one of the boys toppled 
from the platform. The fall was about twenty feet to the roof 
of the building, and from where it struck the body slid down 
the incline of the roof to the eaves where it stopped, miraculously, 
from being hurtled to the cement walk, close to the building, 
seventy feet below. The boy victim of the accident was an ad- 
venturous youngster named Edward Mabie. His rescuer was 
Edgar Hodges, who, with fine presence of mind and wonderful 
courage, removed his shoes and stockings, made the perilous de- 
scent of the roof and dragged and carried the unconscious boy 
back to safety. Edgar Hodges had come to the Home from Cedar 
Falls, where with his mother he lived for many years after the 
Orphans Home had been closed as such and had become the State 
Normal School. If either he or Ed. Mabie is living today and 
should read this he will know that this deed of heroism is still 
remembered by one who witnessed it. 

The second incident I recall, in which one of the teachers, Miss 
Terry, won the praises of the officers of the Home for undoubted 
prevention of a fire that might easily have resulted in a holocaust, 
taking the lives of many of the children, occurred in the night- 
time. Again I am unable definitely to recall the year or the 
month, but am quite convinced it was sometime during the winter 
of 1875. Aroused from sleep by the odor of smoke filling her 
room, Miss Terry called the superintendent and others who at 
once began an inspection of each floor of the building. No sign 
of a blaze was visible, but it was found that the odor of smoke 
was most pronounced just at the threshold of the entrance to 
Ward No. 8, where thirty of the older boys were sleeping. An 
ax swung by Mr. Tucker soon made an opening in the floor of 
the hallway. There the origin of the alarm was discovered in a 
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mass of rubbish left by workmen when the building was con- 
structed. How the rubbish became ignited was never known, but 
a match and a mouse was the accepted explanation. A few pails 
of water extinguished the fire and thus, by timely discovery, was 
prevented what might have been an overwhelming disaster. 

At another time a March storm blowing a gale occasioned an 
accident which, but for the seeming intervention of Providence, 
could easily have taken toll of a score or more lives of the chil- 
dren. The storm was of exceeding severity and the wind was 
piercingly cold, thus keeping all of the little folks close to the 
refuge of their wards, or living rooms. There was a massive 
chimney towering above the southwest wing of the building. 
When the blast of the storm was at its fiercest there came with it, 
suddenly, a roar and a crash that shook the entire building. The 
large chimney had blown down, crashed through the roof and the 
attic floor, and had deposited a ton or more of brick, mortar, 
broken timbers and other debris in the room occupied by the 
thirty or more young boys. To the superintendent, who rushed 
to the upper floor at the first crash, it appeared that the entire 
west wall of the building was about to collapse, and that many 
of the children must have been buried under the ruins filling the 
boys’ ward. An inspection, however, soon developed the fact 
that, although frightened almost beyond control, none of the 
children had been injured. The escape was indeed miraculous, 
and was attributed to the fact that the ward manager, Mrs. 
Sarah McMullen, I think it was, had but a moment before the 
accident, as a preliminary to house cleaning, congregated the 
boys all at the east end of the large room, and the force of the 
wreck was from the center to the west end of the room. 

In the great dining room where the three hundred or more 
children assembled daily at mealtimes, there was displayed 
across the west wall printed in large letters the motto, “IOWA 
HONORS OUR FATHERS; WE WILL YET HONOR 
HER.” I do not know who was the author of this inspirational 
motto, but I have thought it originated with Miss Leoti L. West. 
Miss West was a soldier’s orphan, coming to the Home in its 
early years. After she had attained the age at which the state 
no longer assumed care of the children, which was the sixteenth ~ 
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birthday, she was retained at the Home as instructor in penman- 
ship and bookkeeping. We were taught the Spencerian system 
of penmanship which, to my mind, is much superior to the latter- 
day systems, changing as they have, through the years of one 
child’s schooling, from extended to backhand, to circular, and 
to vertical, so that the finished writing of the pupil is a mixture 
of chirography which is fearful and wonderful to behold, and 
practically illegible. The Spencerian system was capable of high 
ornamentation, but always beautiful and as legible as printing. 
Miss West, following the closing of the Home, migrated to Wash- 
ington, then a territory, and became head of an academy at Walla 
Walla. In the summerof 1890 there was held at Cedar Falls a 
reunion of the“Home children,’ and at that reunion, which 
brought the children (then grown men and women) from all 
sections of the United States, Miss West presented a paper trac- 
ing a large number of the orphans through their activities in life 
after leaving the Home. I wish I had preserved this record, for 
it was the highest possible proof of the wisdom displayed by the 
lawmakers of Iowa in establishing these homes, and proof, also, 
that the motto in our dining room there had taken root in the 
hearts and consciences of those to whom for years it had been 
a daily inspiration. 

What a myriad of names and faces appear to me, as in memory 
I go back to those early years of my life! I see the old school 
room with its rows of oaken desks, the regulation equipment of 
the time. The top of the desk grooved to hold pencil and pen, 
and also to accommodate a sunken inkwell; and underneath 
there was a space in each desk where our geographies, slates and 
other study books were to be stored when not in use; the seats 
of the early opera style, with iron legs securely fastened to the 
floor. In front of the desks on a slightly raised platform was the 
table used by our teacher. The boys were seated on one side of 
the room and the girls on the opposite side. There were two 
blackboards in the room, one on the east wall, back of the teach-_ 
er’s platform, and one along the length of the west wall. I can 
see Alva, Merton and Will Packard, three brothers who came to 
the Home from Belmond, in Wright county; then come visions 
of Rose, Lyna, Emma and Lydia Whited, four sisters from the 
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same town. What became of the Packard boys I cannot say 
positively, but I have understood that they all took up farming 
after leaving the Home, and if so, with the great increase in 
values of Iowa land during the years, they probably have each 
amassed a fortune and retired ere this. Of the Whited girls, all 
were married in the course of time with the exception of Lydia 
who, years ago, enticed by the propaganda relating to the won- 
derful climate of California, took up her residence in that state 
as a school-teacher. Then there were Otto and Amos Schurtz- 
man, stolid, good-hearted German boys who, leaving the Home, 
went to Dubuque and became machinists. Charley Warren comes 
to mind. He with his sister, Nettie, were in the Home from 
Mount Vernon, where Charley is today a member of the city 
council, and where he conducts a blacksmith and machine repair 
shop. Forest Lawrence, now living in Portland, Oregon, was 
at the Home with his sisters, Josephine and Mamie, and his 
mother who was a nurse in the Home hospital for a number of 
years. Then there was Winona Ingalls, from McGregor, I 
think, dark, tall and slender, with hair straight and black as 
coal. I remember we called her the Indian maiden, and she 
would have qualified as a beautiful princess in any Indian tribe. 

Lou W. Rogers, with his brother John, came to the Home from 
Toledo, in Tama County. Lou has since developed his bent for 
public speaking, of which he gave promise in his early years and, 
as stated elsewhere in this article, is today identified as a leader 
in international Theosophy. Charley Harding who, in maturing 
manhood years amassed a fortune as a livestock broker in Chi- 
cago, was one of those boys who inherit, apparently, the busi- 
ness instinct. I remember a venture in merchandising at the 
Home in which Charley and myself were partners. Our stock 
in trade was wild plums, which we gathered from trees along 
Dry Run and on the bluffs south of Cedar Falls, and which we 
sold to the other children, if my memory is true, two plums for 
a pin, and three for a bell-button, Bell-buttons in those days, 
scintillating in all the colors of the rainbow, were collected 
and saved for “charm strings.” Charley apparently after leay- 
ing the Home followed his natural trading bent, but my mind 
did not develop along that line. There was Edward Haskell and 
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his sister Nellie, a beautiful, mischievous, innocent little miss. 
The name “Haskell” also recalls Jim Haskell, a strapping, red- 
headed “town boy” who is remembered chiefly as the friend and 
protector of the “Home boys,” because in all our encounters with 
boys from town he could be depended on to rout our tormentors. 
Then I recall the Ward sisters of Hampton. They were Velma 
and Mary. Revealing a bit of literary mystery, it can be stated 
that Velma Ward was the ideal and heroine of the novel written 
by Lou Rogers and myself. I have often longed to know what 
has been the life history of Charlie Sabin, Edward and Ollie 
Whipple, Susie and Fannie Curtis, Ed Templeton, Will and Irv- 
ing Mitchell, Nettie Howard and Lucy Seaton (and I think she 
had a sister Emma), Will Pettit, John Alguire, Mahala, Nora and 
Minnie Barry, Tom Wood, Ada Peck, and Arthur Overpeck. 
These names all rush from the back of my memory today, after 
fifty years following our separation when the Home at Cedar 
Falls was discontinued. Perhaps some who are mentioned herein 
may read this article; and perhaps others whose names do not 
return at this moment may peruse it. They will know that early 
childhood memories do not desert us, and that early childhood 
playmates and friends are not forgotten, no matter what has 
been the march of the years. 

As stated, my father’s death left my mother with a family of 
five children, the oldest of whom was not quite fourteen years 
of age. There were myself, two brothers, and two sisters. My 
brothers were Frederick, and David McClelland, the latter 
named after General George B. McClelland, was the youngest of 
the family. My sisters were Frances and Rebecca. My mother 
died in 1878, and my sister Frances a year or so later. The 
others are living, Frederick a farmer in Oregon, McClellan, also 
a farmer, and Rebecca, now Mrs. Daniel J. Hummel, living at 
La Porte City. My mother and sister are resting side by side 
in the cemetery at La Porte City, and in this cemetery plot is 
also a headstone commemorating my father. 

There is a plot in a cemetery at Cedar Falls, marked with 
a small monument, erected there by the state of Iowa. This 
plot is sacred to the memory of orphans who died at the Soldiers 
Orphans Home during the years of its occupancy, from June, 
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1866, to June, 1876. There are sixteen small mounds in this 
cemetery plot. With an individual total of more than 900 who 
passed through the Home during the ten years of its operation, 
and with an average annual attendance during most of these 
years somewhere near the 300 mark, the mortality, as thus 
shown, was extremely low. The monument was erected at a cost 
of $450.00, appropriated for that purpose by the General As- 
sembly of the state, and its erection was supervised by Mr. 
Tucker, superintendent of the Home, by Mr. G. B. Van Saun, 
treasurer of the Board of Trustees of the Home, and by Mr. R. 
P. Speer of Cedar Falls, one of the trustees. The record of 
deaths by years, as compiled and reported to the Board of 
Trustees when the Home closed was: for 1866, nine; 1867, one; 
1868, none; 1869, one; 1870, one; 1871, none; 1872, one; 1873, 
three; 1874, none; 1875, none; 1876, none. The tender years 
of the children, none over sixteen years of age being in the Home, 
taken into consideration with the fact that more than one half 
of the deaths occurred the first year the institution was operated, 
and that the first building occupied was unsanitary and unfit for 
use, makes the record stand out as really remarkable, only seven 
deaths occurring in the nine years, 1867 to 1876, inclusive. 
Measles, by the supervention of whooping cough, caused eight 
of the nine fatalities in 1866, and the same disease, bringing on 
congestion of the lungs, caused the three deaths in 1873. 

The total cost to the state for the support and care of children 
at the Home at Cedar Falls during its existence was, as near as 
can be determined from available records, $311,501.86, or 
$103.84 per year for each of the 300 cared for annually, an 
average of $8.65 per month, for food, clothing, care and educa- 
tion. Could this amount of money have been invested by the 
state (and over this term of years) to a better advantage? I do 
not think it could have been. 

Sometimes the children at the Home felt they were abused; 
sometimes we complained of the food given us; sometimes we 
found fault with the clothing we were compelled to wear; and 
sometimes we grieved at the rules under which we lived. But 
today, as I look back through the years and recall the fact that 
our bodies were kept healthy through wholesome food and 
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judicious exercise, and that our minds were turned to the right 
paths, I am more than ever convinced that Iowa, in all its up- 
ward and onward movements, never put its heart and soul into a 
better or more benign work than that of looking after and caring 
for the orphans of its civil war soldiers, whose lives were given 
for the cause of the Union, that it might be kept “one and in- 
separable.” 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1858 


We publish this morning on the first page a statistical table 
of the House of Representatives. From this it will be seen that 
the oldest member of the House is Mr. Reitzel of Monroe Coun- 
ty, and the youngest member is Mr. McCrary of Keokuk. Fif- 
teen members are under thirty years of age, and forty-two mem- 
bers, over half, are under forty. There are but ten who are 
fifty or more. The average age of the members is thirty-eight. 

Mr. Millsap has been the longest in the state—twenty-three 
years, while Messrs. Jackson, Clune, and Pierson have been but 
two years in the state. The average of years in the state is 
eight and three-fourths years. 

Seventeen members were born in Ohio, fourteen in New York, 
nine in Pennsylvania, six in Kentucky, five in Massachusetts, 
four in Verment, three in Virginia, three in Indiana, two in Con- 
necticut, two in Ireland, and one each in New Brunswick, Eng- 
land, New Hampshire, Missouri, New Jersey, Maine, and Mis- 
sissippi. 

There are thirty-five farmers, twenty-four lawyers, four mer- 
chants, three real estate brokers, two physicians, and one editor, 
one millwright, one surveyor, and one lumber merchant. 

There are sixty married men, one widower, seven senior bach- 
elors and four junior bachelors——The Iowa Citizen, Des Moines, 
January 28, 1858. (In the newspaper collection of the His- 
torical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa.) 


BENJAMIN F. PEARSON’S WAR DIARY 


[This diary, beginning July 22, 1862, and extending to May 9, 1863, 
was published in the October, 1925, number of the Annas. The present 
installment presents Mr. Pearson’s experiences from May 10, 1863, to 


October 16, 1863.—Editor. ] 


Sunday, May 10. I recd the Republican of may Ist with my letter 
of April 15th inst At 8% Oc I was relieved Lieut Spooner is now on 
picket guard & I go on in the morning as Officer of the picket guards 
We had a good social speaking meeting this evening, in Our Grounds. 
Our Chaplain Opened it & Genl Fisk took part with us. I visited our 
sick in hospital & had a pleasant time talking with Brother John Smith 
of Co F. he is a local preacher & an excelent devoted Christian & had 
his work well done & in the night departed in peace 

May 11. At 8% Oc I went out in Command of a post of the pickets 
lines had a good time & every thing went smoothly on through the day 

May 12. At % past 9 Oc A M Our relief came & I marched my men 
to camp and dismissed them. I went down to the river & saw a steamboat 
from Vicksburg loaded with traitors some 790 was said to be on board 
they ware the shabyest looking drove of wolves that ever my eyes be- 
held they, are sent up the river, there was also.a quantity of Contra- 
bands came up on another boat they will stop here & be organized into 
the Coloured reg 

May 13. At 9 Oc A M we heard the booming of Cannon & Our Col 
ordered me to have every man that was able to bare arms ready to fall 
in line at the beating of the drum & he sent for our men who ware on 
fatigue duty & had them brought into camp Lieut Spooner was in com- 
mand of a party of fatigue men & they got to Camp about 10 Oc the 
Canon we heard was some 10 miles out, the 5th Kansis Cavelry had 
come in contact with Marmadukes rebble forces, I have not yet heard 
the result, the forces came in this evening they had several little skir- 
mages but nothing decisive Andrew J Ellis of Co G 36 Reg Iowa Vol 
Inft died in Our regamental hospital cause fever he was one of the best 
men in Our Co there is hope in his death he was a good brick layer & 
had worked for me several years, he died without a strugle 

May 14, At 8 Oc A M I was on guard mount & took 40 men 4 
Corporels & 2 Seargents & went out on the picket line, things all passed 
of smoothly on my part of the line, there was some rebbles seen on 
Capt Mahons end of the line they fired on them but do not know whether 
they hit them or not A number of steamers passed down early in the 
morning loaded with soldiers 

May 15. At 9% Oc Lieut L L Spooner came out with the relief 
picket guards & relieved me & my line, we ware not molested on my 
part of the line & the Lieut Col Patterson of the 29th Towa who was 
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Officer of the day did not visit any part of my line on the Grand rounds. 
Capt Mahon of Co E of the 36 Reg Iowa Inft who was on the line on 
my left saw several rebbles & fired on them & he come to me to have 
me reinforce him in case he was attacked & he feared he would be, I 
& my men told him we hoped they would attack us, but they did not 
disturb the line At 5 Oc P M I had the Co on Dress perade 

May 16. I was on fatigue with a part of Our Co Cleaning & fixing 
our grounds where we expect to move the first of next week At 5 Oc 
P M I took the Co on Dress perade_I visited all our sick & convellescent 
in the hospitals found most of them on the mend but John Sticklar & 
William Buck, Privates & Our Orderly A-R Murdock are verry sick 
sick & fear some will soon die 

Sunday, May 17. Early I visited all our sick in hospital fond most 
out & went through a general inspection of Arms munitions Knapsacks 
Clothing &C Lieut Spooner went to Catholic meeting & was not with us 
he was also away in the afternoon to their meeting but was back in 
time to go with us on dress perade at 5 Oc P M_ Evening we had meet- 
ing in the Regment, I opened the exercises & Capt Mahon of Co E gave 
us a discourse without any text, & Our Chaplain followed him 

May 18. Forenoon we drilled in the brigade Drill I was in command 
of Our Co Genl Fisk Commanded the Brigade Genls, Ross, & Salomon, 
ware out to see us drill & we had a verry pleasant drill afternoon we 
moved down in the woods between the levee & the river at the upper 
end of the town, & the 3rd Iowa Cavelry are just opposite to us on the 
other side of the Levee 

May 19. J recd a letter from Emma & Amandus by our Sutler James 
Wolfe & a quantity of ginger snapps from Emma & also a box with some 
nice pressents for me & our chaplain from our friends in Iowa Mrs 
Judge George Wright sent me a nice can of tomatoes Mrs Chanles yeager 
a jug of cherries nicely put up. Mrs. Jennie Workman a little sack of 
nice dryed corn & a piece of dryed beef Mrs Augustus Pearson a 
paper of dryed currents Miss Maria Pearson a fiew pounds of nice but- 
ter Emma 15 lbs maple sugar. 9 doz eggs & 1 can musterd 3 gallon can 
honey & 2 gal can butter 8 lbs salt. 2 bottles gooseberreys 1 can fruit 
2 new shirts Amandus some green apples & Augustus & Clay about 1 
gal pop corn, a fiew pounds honey from Brother augustus. Forenoon 
we had a brigade drill Commanded Ist by Genl Fisk & 2nd by Genl 
Salomon, & a review by Genls Ross Salomon & Fisk afternoon we had 
battallion drill & dress perade, after which I visited our sick in hospi- 
tals, most of them seem better, but one of Our Co John Sticklar is near 
Eternity, I hope all is well, a young man of Co B sent for me his 
Father is now here with him, he seems verry pentient & earnestly en- 
gaged seeking the Savior 

May 20. Forenoon I had the company out in Brigade drill & after- 
noon in Battallion drill & Dress perade & we had a good drill but it be 
so warm we ware quite weary. John Sticklar of Our Co departed this 


life about 11 Oc last night 
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May 21. Forenoon I had our Co Out on brigade drill & we had a re- 
view by Genl Fisk, Our drill & review was fine. Afternoon our men 
ware nearly all on fatigue duty & there was no drilling & I attended to 
getting some of my Companys savings of rations from Our Qr Master 
I got seventeen dollars & sixty five cts $17.65 & paid it to Sergeant A T 
Bostin to be distributed amongst the men, I was also to see the Judge 
Advocate for Our Capt, I was also at the hospital. 

May 22. At 8 Oc I went on guard mount & took the picket guard of 
our Reg & commencing on the river on the upper end of the picket line 
& established one new post placed seven posts with each three reliefs, 
I then reconoitered the line & discouvered a weak point on the line be- 
tween the river & a slew & so reported to the division Officer of the day 
Afternoon there was a sham battle between the 5th Kansis Cavelry & the 
3rd Iowa or Debuke battery, the post on the road where I had my head 
quarters was in plain view of the battle & elivated above them so that 
we had a beautifull view of the fight & it was a grand a subblime 
scene 

May 23. At 10 Oc A M Lieut L L Spooner came out in Command of 
the picket guard & relieved us & we marched to Camp. At 2 Oc P M. 
I took the Co out & there was a grand review of all the forces here. 
Infantry Cavelry & Artilery ware all out & reviewed by Major Genl 
Prentiss & Brigad Genls. Ross, Salomon, & Fisk. the inspection was 
quite a grand sight & it all went of beautifully & with no ingery to any 
person. A little before night Genl—————Marine Brigade arived here 
on their way down the river the hindmost boats ware fired into at Austin 
the County Seat of Tunica Co Miss & about 20 miles above this place 
we herd the fireing distinctly 


Sunday, May 24. I visit our Sick in the several hospitals, & done all 
I could to compfort & encourage them, at 9 Oc A M I had company in- 
spection & a 5 Oc P M I had them out on Dress perade At 2 Oc I was 
at preaching in the grove by the 3rd Iowa Cavelry & James A Butler a 
native of South Carolina but a resident planter now liveing about 8 miles 
from this Helena Ark. preached a good discourse text John 20th Ch & 
3 last verses, evening Oliver Williams of the 29th Iowa preached for us 
at our camp text Ist Peter, 4th, 17th, Early this morning some of the 
boats of the Marine Brigade started up [to] chastise the town of Austin 
where they ware fired on last evening they landed some forces & opened 
fire on the place, they got some 4 men killed 12 or 15 wounded, & slew 


many of the Rebbles & laid the place in ashes save the chimneys alone 
are left standing 


May 25, At 9 Oc A M we formed in line for battallion drill & just as 
Lieut Col Drake was about to march us out, Capt’s Varner, Vermilion & 
I ware summoned to appear before the Jugge Advocate in behalf of 
the Government on a Court martial Case & we went down & about 1014 
Oc the werd Came that a scout from the 3rd Iowa & 5th Kansas Cavelry 
had come on the rebbles in force a short distance beyond our picket 
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lines & ware fighting, I hastened up to camp & asked permission of Lieut 
Col Drake to leave the Court martial & command my Company he 
granted me the priviledge & we marched out with the Reg, Col Drake 
Commanding & ware posted at the outter riflepitts to await their ap- 
proach, but they had fled after the fight with the scout of Cavelry some 
7 of the 8 Iowa was wounded 2 or 3 taken prisoners & the 5th Kansas 
had five killed that I saw they had some 12 to 15 wounded & 1 capt 1 
lieut 1 searg & some 25 men prisners, they report the rebble loss in killed 
& wounded much greater than ours. they sent a flag of truse to prevent 
us following them ; 


May 26. I spent most of the day at the hospital & in town near the 
court martial rooms, but was not called at 5 Oc P M I took the Company 
out on battallian drill, evening we ware called together by the Lieut Col 
& changed the hours of Guard mount & drill, guard mount is now to be 
at 64% Oc A M & batallian drill from 7 to 9 A M. & from 5 to 7 Oc P M. 
The Steamer Laidy Pike that went down the river on a scout some 3 
days ago returned with Over 100 Mules & horses & a little Cotton & some 
over 300 Negroes in all near 100 of them will make good soldiers, they 
ware attacked early this morning at the head of Island No 65 the toreys 
had 2 peaces of artilery, & there was one howitzer on the boat & about 
30 muskets & about % of those with them black soldiers & they sey the 
negroes fought as brave as the white soldiers Capt Watters, white man 
was slightly wounded in leg, & several negroes ware wounded 2 perhaps 
mortally & 4 or 5 mules slightly Capt S R Snyder who was apointed 
from the 3 Iowa cavelry sais his black men fight like old soldiers 


May 27. I received a letter from Knapp & Wright about an offer 
from Funk for my claim on a Church building at “Pittsburg Iowa, 
We went out on battallian drill at 7 Oc A M. & drilled to 9 Oc & on 
Brigade drill from 5 to 7 Oc P M. 2nd Lieut was not in drill this day 
nor yesterday, 14 past 9 Oc A M. & at 144 Oc P M I went to the Judge 
Advocates Office but was not needed, I visited the Hospitals & encour- 
aged the suffering as best I could A hospital boat arived here last 
night from Vicksburg with some 400 wounded soldiers most of them 
badly wounded & this morning they put off ten that had died Evening 
Lieut Spooner went out in charge of picket guards to relieve the 29th 
Towa but they had not recd the countersigh of the night, having been 
on since yesterday morning, & they would not be relieved by him & he 
came back & reported & was relieved. the 


May 28. Early in the morning some near five thousand rebbles 
passed up the river under guard & a gunboat following to keep things 
quiet Mrs Chafee from near Troy Davis Co Iowa arived here this 
morning, her son & only child a fine young man of 18 years of age was 
a soldier in the 3rd Iowa Cavelry & she got word that he was sick & the 
next morning which was yesterday week she started here, & arived to 
late he was dead before she had left home, she only could look upon 
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his grave, I had my 2nd Lieut drill the Co & I went with her over the 
town to the flower gardens, forts, hospitals &C we ate at the Lighter 
house hospital & she took tea with us at camp I took her out to see 
batallion drill &c. I also made an effort to get a discharge for our 
orderly Sergeant A R Murdock who is verry poorly & has been sick 
since the midle of December last. 

May 29. I had Lieut Spooner drill the Company in the morning, I 
was buisey with the Genls & Sergeants part of the day trying to get 
Our Orderlys discharge, I also wrote a letter for him I visited the 
hospitals & endeavoured to speak words of Comfort & encouragement 
to the suffering, sick, & wounded, soldiers, afternoon I took the comp 
out & we had brigade drill Genl Fisk commanded, Mrs. Chafee from 
davis Co was out to view us, About sunset a soldier belonging to the 
33 Mo Reg Inft was drowned in the Mississippi just below our camps 
several of them went in to wash & he could not swim & got into deep 
water 

May 30. At 7 Oc I went out in charge of the picket guard the day 
& night passed without any disturbance on my part of the lines, The 
5th Ill Reg of Cavelry left here for Vicksburg, & the 33 Mo Infty are 
ordered off tomorrow 


Sunday, May 31. At 9 Oc A M I took the Co Out & we had battal- 
lion inspection by Lieut Col Drake & in the evening I took them out & 
there was an inspection of us by the Adjt of the 33 Iowa Reg Infty at 
10% Oc A M I went & heard the Chaplain of the 5th Kansis Cavelry 
preach the funeral of the killed of that Reg in the late battle at 2 Oc P 
M I attended preaching by our Chaplain in the grove for the 8rd Iowa 
Cavelry text be ye also ready, at 5 Oc P M I had the Co out on Dress 
perade, I visited the hospitals & evening I attended prayer & speaking 
meeting in the Old Steam mill by our Reg Hospital & while there a 
roach flew into my ear & ran into it out of sight it hurt me severely & 
the seargents with their instruments finaly got it out & then with a 
syringe washed out my ear & one of the bug’s legs came out with the 
watter. 


June 1, I suffered with some pane & a constant roaring in my head 
caused by the bug that got in my ear last night. at 7 Oc I took the Co 
out on battalian drill & at 4 Oc on Brigade Drill, I attended a school 
of the Officers at 2 Oc the first we have had I attended the hospitals 
& seen after Our sick ones 


June 2, I had our men out forenoon in battallian drill, & afternoon 
we ware called out & all in line ready to march for brigade drill in 
the afternoon but ware dismissed without drilling, Mrs Chaffee of 
Davis Co near Troy started home after noon I assisted her on the 
Packet & seen my old neighbour boy Geo Steel of Keosauqua Frank 


aThis was a son of Mrs. Chafee by a former marriage, Ch 
mack, whose military record as disclosed in the Roster aa fae eae 
residence, Troy; nativity, Iowa; enlisted December 1, 1862, in Company D, 
Third Towa Cavalry; died May 15, 1868, at Helena, Arkansas, : 


BENJAMIN F, PEARSON’S WAR DIARY 199 


Calvert of Co I died in hospital he was verry hoppy & reconsiled to his 
suffering he died in the night 

June 3. I visited the hospitals & comforted the suffering all I could 
by fords of, compfort; & the promises of the Gospell, I made out 
discriptive rolls for several of Our sick boys to be sent to hospitals at 
Keokuk Iowa they are Ist Sergent A R Murdock Privates Geo T 
Cavanah, James Skipton, Michael Criddlebaugh, Andrew Gay, & Abra- 
ham Humble Evening I attended prayer meeting at the steam saw 
mill by the 3rd Iowa Cavelry we had a pleasant time 

June 4. I went out at 644 A M in charge of 50 men on fatigue fall- 
ing trees to blockade & to give length of range to our Outer batterys, 
we progressed fine untill the heavy raine indused us to repare to our 
camps At 4 Oc 3 of Our men that I had furloed started for home on 
the Steamer Pike they ware Jesse O Paine Isaac Cross & Joshua Benge, 
they are all unwell & are furlowed for 30 days, they also took with 
them the effects of Andrew J Ellis & John Stickler deceased. From 9 
Oc to 11 or 12 Oc night, Our Capt T M Fee,!7 Lieut L L Spooner & a 
Private Henry Berner, got on a big high in Capts tent & all puked & 
had a good drunk I suppose it might be called 

June 5. At 3% Oc Morning the drums beat & we ware called into 
line & ordered to hold ourselves on arms in line for a time then per- 
mission was given the cooks to faul out & get breckfast, then the 
betallion ordered to stack arms & hold ourselves in readyness to form 
in line, as from indications & information an attack was expected this 
morning, at about 5 Oc A M the raine commenced & the drums beat 
& we ware at once in place, & ordered to take arms repair to tents & 
rest on arms, & so the forenoon passed, at 4 Oc P M we ware called 
out for battallion drill I took out the Co. Our sick to report at hospi- 
tals north started on the Gladiator about sunset & our Chaplain was 
detailed by the Genl, about one hour before to acompany them but I 
new it not until to late to see him & he had no thought of it I think 
before 3 Oc when I last saw him, I visited & took leave of the boys & 
cheered them all I could, there was a show at 2 Oc the procedes of 
which this once was to go for the benefit of the sick & wounded soldiers 
they have been opperateing here for about a week I think I have never 
inquired what kind of thing it was or is. j 

June 6. Forenoon we had no drill afternoon I took the co out on 
brigade drill & we had a fine drill but a little to much mud. 

Sunday, June 7. At 8 Oc A M I had Co review & inspection at 2 
Oc P M I attended preaching by Chaplain Joseph Brooks of the 33 Mo 
Infty, text seeing we have a great high priest &c it was a good dis- 
course, preached at the grove of the 3rd Towa Cavelry 5 Oc I had the 
Co on Dress perade Genl Fisk & Lady was out to see us & the centance 
of a court martial on ————— Custer of Co B was read he was brought 
under Guard between the Col & our line & the Adjt. read it he forfeits 


17This is an instance where youthful levity and valor developed into mature 
manhood and produced a model soldier and judge.—Kditor. 
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1 months pay & is to be kept in jail 1 month; I had secured the services 
of —_——- Fisher Chaplain of the 5th Kansas Cavalry & at 6 Oc he 
preached us an excellent discourse from the 119th Psalm & 11th v, I 
closed after him at candle lighting I attended prayer & speaking meet- 
ing in the Old mill by the 3rd Iowa Cavelry I exorted & we had indeed 
a feast many bore the cross, & spoke with feeling & power. 

June 8. Lieut was out with the Co forenoon I was attending to the 
pay Rolls afternoon I had the Co out on Brigade Drill The Resigna- 
tions of our Major, Capt George W Noble of Co K, Lieut 
came back haveing been axcepted & they will start home perhaps on 
the Ist boat. 

June 9. At 6 Oc A M we ware called into line & started on a skout 
with one day’s rations blankets, arms & 40 rounds of cateredges, the 
5th Kansas Cavelry & 2 small howitzers went in front of us, we marched 
out some 6 or 7 miles & we halted in ambuish the cavalry 

June 10. I had the co on dress perade, the ground was so muddy 
there was no drilling I was mustered out of the service as 2nd Lieut 
of Co G 36th Reg of Iowa Vol Infty And mustered in to the same 
Co & Reg of U. S. volunteers as Ist Lieut I received my commission 
some time since bearing date March 4th 1863 I have made every reason- 
able effort to be mustered sooner but no mustering officer could be 
found until the present one Sam] Hildebaum 2nd Lieut of 3rd U States 
Cavelry & when he came be brought no mustering Out & in Rolls & he 
has been promising to get them but thus far has failed so I wrote mine 
out five mustering Out & 4 mustering in rolls 9 in all 

June 11. At 64% Oc I took the Picket guard & marched them out, & 
posted them on the line, we had no trouble on the line on my part of it 
this day, but on the south end of the line they ware threatened & an- 
noyed some by Marmadukes forces, Our Col Returned to us from a 
visit or leave of absence he brought his wife with him 

June 12, At 8 Oc A M I got in with my picket guards just as the 
Reg was in line for Battallian drill & I had to command my company, 
as 2nd Lieut Spooner of our Co. had relieved me on the picket line & 
Capt Fee of our Co has not been aquitted, I had also to take the Co 
out on Brigade drill in the afternoon, & I felt feeble & unwell not 
haveing slept any since night before last About noon 11 boat loads of 
live Yankeys, from Genl Burnsides’es department passed down under 
command of Maj Genl Parke & Brigd Genl Farow both fine looking 
fellows but Farow looks young for a Genl. tehy stoped about 2 hours 
as they ware on the way at this place Helena Ark they are the first 
division of Yankeys in truth that we have seen to talk with & them & 
our western boys got to niging each other by throwing up defeats & 
reverses untill they got mad & Maj Genl Prentiss commander here 
ordered it at once stopped or the boats to cross & land on the other side 
of the river but they quieted down & he permitted them to remain at 
the Helena landing 


June 13. There was onley one hour’s Drill & that from 5 to 6 Oc 
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P. M. Capt Fee went out with the Company The Government paid our 
Reg by the hand of George W Burns, two months pay that is up until 
April 30th 1863. At 101% Oc last night the Commissioned Officers of 
Our Reg ware Ordered to meet forthwith at the Cols tent. & after meet- 
ing Col Kittredge stated the object which was the Order of a Court- 
martial against Capt T M Fee of Our Co after reprimanding him as 
a part of the decission was he haveing been found guilty of gross negli- 
gence, the Col returned his sword to him & put him in command of the 
Co he having been under arrest since the 6th of May, 

Sunday, June 14. At 2 Oc P. M. I attended Brigade service in the 
grove by the 3rd Iowa Cavelrys camps, & they left this day for Vicks- 
burg, Oliver Williams of the 29th Preached & I exorted after him, text 
Acts 17th Ch & 3 first verses I had the Co on dress perade, at 6 Oc 
P M Chaplain Elijah I Cook preached in our Reg he is of the 43rd In 
diana text 2nd Corinthians 4 Ch & 3 vy Chaplain H D Fisher of the 5th 
Kansas Cavelry exorted after him & Rev Joseph Brooks Chaplain of 
the 35 Mo Inft closed by prayer. Night I attended meeting at the 
steam mill below where the 3rd Iowa cavelry ware camped I spoke 
from the Ist Psalm, several others spoke after me we had a good time 

June 15, The 29th & 33 Iowa Infty Regst moved their camps down 
on the river bank a little below us Lieut Swiggette of Co B started to 
Iowa on absance leave for 20 days Afternoon I was in command of 
200 men fatigue onloading hay from flat boat Some 6 or 8 Boats 
loaded with soldiers a part of Genl Burnsides Army passed down for 
the vacinity of Vicksburg, 

June 16. J W Calvert, who was detailed from Our Co into the Ist 
Arkansas Infty of African decent they are now near Milicans bend & 
he is on his way home to Iowa on leave of abscence he Came into my 
tent about 1 Oc morning & we conversed from that until three when 
the drums beat & I took the Company into line & we stacked Arms & 
remained until some half hour after sun rise, when we repaired to our 
tents. Capt Fee was in command of a fatigue party to move flour we 
had no drill or parade this day. the Day was variable Cloudy & Cool 
with showers afternoon Henry Phillips of Our Co started north on 
hospital boat this evening 

June 17. Our Lieut Col F M Drake went out in Command of a 
scouting party of Cavelry artilary & infty 4 Companys was from the 
right wing of Our Reg 

June 18. At 7 Oc A. M. I started out in command of the picket 
guards & all moved along without any trouble until just after sunset 
when a gurrilla aproached & just as he was stelthily fixing to fire at 
one of my videts one of my men who had seen him slipping along fired 
on him, he ran without firing & as he ran 2 other of my men fired at 
him, & just after dark 7 of them aproached we fired on them & they 
fled & in a fiew minutes 3 more come in view & we sent a volley at 
them & at about the same time 4 others came up close to my next post 
on my right & they fired on them & they fled. & at different times 
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through the night we could distingtly hear them, & at 2 Oc I sent in 
one of the 5th Kanses Calvery pickits who had fell back of us with 
their men 9 in number & I had 9 & one corperal at this post I sent 
him in for reinforcements of 20 infty to strenthen my post as we ex- 
pected fully to be attacked about day light, the 33 Iowa sent me out 20 
men & just after they arived 3 garillars came slipping down under a 
point when the cavelry videt & some of the 33 saw them & fired upon 
them they broke & ran & thus ended the fun, no one hurt on our side. 

June 19. At 7% Oc Lieut L L Spooner came out in command of 
the picket guard & relieved me, & I marched the Old guards in re- 
ported & dismissed them, Going In I caught a fine large turtle & we had 
a good soup for our dinners from it At 6 Oc P M we had battallion 
inspection the Ajt, of the 33 Iowa Inft was the inspecting Officer. 

June 20. Capt T M Fee was Reg’tal officer of the day I was in 
command of the co had a short Co drill & had the Co on dress perade 
- at 54% Oc P M. Jonathan O’Conner of our co came to us, he has been 
in hospital at St Louis for some months & he came away without leave 
someway. There is a goodeal of uneasiness felt & expressed by officers 
& soldiers here about the rade of Lee into pennsylvania, &c, but I have 
no fears about the result of this war & a raid in the north by rebbles 
may bring northern torys to their sences. I believe the hand of God 
may be plainly seen in this war & I have confidence that he will direct 
for good. 

Sunday, June 21. At 744 Oc A M we had Co inspection & Dress 
perade at 6 Oc P.M 8 Oc A M Capt Mahon & I went over to the 43 
Reg Indinas Inft & he preached & I exorted text the Lords prayer, 2 Oc 
we went to the grove for Brigade meeting & Capt Mahon preached & 
several of us spoke after him text Ist Corinthians 15th Ch & 58th & 
last verse, at 64% Oc P. M. the post Chaplain ————— a Swedenberger, 
preached in our camps & Lieut K P. Morrison closed after him, text let 
your communication be yea, yea & nay, nay, & C. At Candlelight I 
attended meeting at the steam saw mill & I spoke from 2nd Corinthians 
5th Ch & Ist verse, the day has passed & to me it has been a time of re- 
joiceing, I have found it good to wait on the Lord & I think I have 
made a Sabbath journey heavenward 

June 22, At 8 Oc A M we went out on batallian drill again I have 
a little uneasiness in my stomac this evening caused I think by a 
peace of oneon I ate at supper as we had lettice & onions & I only ate 1% 
of a small onion & a little lettece but I feel sure the union causes the 
distress, F i 

June 23, Forenoon we ware on battallian drill & afternoon we ware 
on Brigade drill, It was the first time Capt TM Fee was ever on Bri- 
gade drill Col Rice of the 33 Reg Iowa Infty was in command he is 
acting Brigadeer Genl of our brigade now & his & our regts was all 
that was out I saw the corps of James R Robinson of St Louis he 
has been Clerk of at this post & was on his way to vicksburg 
with some hay & teams & yesterday morning when they ware opposite 
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Ciprus bend the boats ware fired into & a 6 lb ball entered his left 
brest & passed through killing him instantly he is in an air tight coffin 
& will be sent to his friends by the first boat. On Saturday G W Marts 
an associate clerk of his under Capt Rusch told me he was to have 
started next day to vicksburg to deliver the above & get a receipt for 
the things but that he was not able to go & he had spoken to J R Rob- 
inson but he thought he would consent to let me go, I immediately went 
to our Col got his consent, & went down & Mr Marts went with me 
to see Mr Robinson but he would not consent for me to go so I had to 
give it up & the fine young man has been killed by the murderous 
garillars he was the only person hurt there was one mule killed, it is 
possible if I had gone I would not have been hurt & he would now be 
liveing but thus it is in this uncertain woarld 

June 24. I visited the hospitals twice this day & endeavoured all I 
could to cheer up the boys, most of whom are getting better, Capt 
T M Fee is Brigade Officer of the day. 

June 25. I visited the sick in hospitals twice & encouraged them all 
IT could they are mostly doing well I went on board of the steamer 
Atlantic of St Louis, as she was stopped here on her up voyage with 
a number of rebble deserters & prisoners, about half of each there are 
some 1% doz wounded soldiers on board. Li L Spooner 2nd Lieut of 
Our Co is quite unwell & taking medicine verry heavy rains last night 
We ware out on Dressperade 

June 26. We ware out on Dresspreade Heavy raines through the 
nite. 

June 27. I visited Our sick in hospital found all improveing. I am 
suffering some with rheumatism in my nees and feet, not severe. 

Sunday, June 28. 9 Oc I attended service in the 43 Inda Reg their 
‘Chap & I exorted & closed text John 8rd Ch & 3 v 11 I was at Catholic 
meeting text Ist Peter 3rd & 8 & 15th verses inclusive but most of the 
giberidge was in an unknown tongue to me & all the congregation. 2 Oc 
I was at service in the Grove Brigade Chap Sawyers preach & the Ch 
of the 43 Indiana closed 5 Oc P M the Chap of the 43 Inda preached to 
the 5 Kansas Cavelry I exorted & closed text Hebrews 2nd Ch & 2nd & 
3rd verse, we took supper with Capt Thompson & Lieut Brant, evening | 
I was to see our sick in hospital they are better one of Co E died with 
congestive chill he was taken yesterday We had verry heavy rane 
this nite late & again past midnight. 

June 29. Wee had Dress perade Made out our muster rolls. 

June 30. Our Chaplain M H Hare returned to us this morning he 
went to Keokuk on a hospital boat with Our sick he has been to Keo- 
sauqua to see his Family & my children he left all well. At 61%, Oc AM 
I started in charge of the picket guards for the line the day passed of 
& no rebs seen We lost one of our bigest and best men died in hos- 
pital of Typhoid fever Barrah Criddlebaugh Our Reg was mustered 
for pay nets 

July 1. Variable with lite showers at 74, Oc A M Lieut L L Spooner 
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came out & relieved me & my men from the picket lines, We buried 
Barrah Criddlebaugh I went to the Commasarys & got 109 Ibs of dried 
appls for our Co & 15 lbs for my own mess At I1 Oc I took out the 
men I had on picket & had them shoot at a target 130 yds, individually 
& Benjm F Clark of Our Co made the best shot which was within 14 
inches of the center, & it intitles him to a credit of one time from 
standing pickit 

July 2. Capt Fee was in command of a fatigue party, I was in com- 
mand of the Co forenoon I had Co drill after noon we called in line 
some orders read; arms, & munitions inspected, & each soldier supplyed 
with cartridges to make 40 rounds each, evening we had battallion drill; 
Just about sunset one of the 5th Kansus Cavelry brought a negro man 
to shore close to Our Col’s tent he had marks of violence, one gash over 
his right temple he has probibly been knocked of of a boat or killed on 
shore & been thrown in the river, at night I went to see our sick in 
hospital 

July 3. I was Officer of the day & had special instructions about 
extra vigilence for the night. At night there ware signs of the enemy & 
the Col ordered me to have the drummers up at 3 Oc A. M. & to beat at 
314, to fall into line—but not to wake him till-the drum beat. 

July 4. At 3 Oc Morning the Rebbles attacked our picket lines & the 
fun commenced I had the drummers up & the long role beat soon after 
the signal gun fired, & I got the Col to relieve me as officer of the day 
& go with the reg into the fight & by the time it was light we ware 
sending Iron & led for traitors fast they ware driveing our pickets 
& yelling soon as we got out over the leeves the 6 Cos on our right 
ware ordered to support Battery A on the hill the upper stationary 
battery the 4 left cos of us ware ordered to support the 3rd Iowa or 
Debuke battery, it opened from their camp on the rebbles on the hill 
& soon they opened on us with a battery of 4 guns from the bluffs 
above, & out of sight of our hill batterys they soon ordered our battery 
up the Leevee, & inside of it, & we opened on them, & they returned 
the fire fast & well, but did not hurt any of us, mostly overshooting us 
we soon broke one of their guns, & disabled the carage, the 29th Iowa 
occupyed the line between the batterys; the rebs fought well, but they 
‘ hollowed to no purpose; as we would not scare worth a cent. at be- 
tween 5 & 5% Oc A M I was ordered to take 10 men & go to the line 
on our extreme right, & hold the line as the Rebs ware moveing a force 
in there to flank us on the river, I took the men & hastened through 
camp & ordered every man that was able to beare a gun to get it & 
follow us; I found beside our pickits a convalesant Lieut of the 5th 
Kansas Cavelry with some conyalesant men from their Regt. & just af- 
ter I got to the line & had my men properly aranged the Rebs made a 
charge on us, they came with a perfect yell but we stood our ground & 
opened a deadly fire on them, they broke & run & we took several 
prisoners, one man was shot down by me & the report was that I was 
killed, & soon as the battle ceased the Col sent the Quarter Master after 
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my body, but I told him I would take it & report in person to the Col, 
the Chaplain also started to hunt me but soon heard I was safe. Soon 
after the Ist charge made on Me Capt Thompson of the 5th Kansas 
Cavelry brough his Co & supported us the rebs made 2 more charge 
on us & drove them each time, & when they ware about to make the 
4th charge we raised the yell & they broke for dear life, & left the 
field. The Rebble forces ware commanded by Lieutenant Genl Holmes 
Maj Genl Price, Genl Parson Fagan Marmaduke McCray, &c. & Our 
forces commanded by Maj Genl Prentiss Genl, Salomon, & acting Brig 
Genls, Col Benton of the 33 Iowa & Col. Mecclain of the 43 India. Our 
intire forces was between 30 and 35 hundred men, their forces are repre- 
sented by their own Officers Prisoners from 16 to 20 thousand we killed 
wounded & Captured more than our intire force Our loss Killed 55 
wounded 132, Missing 32, Total 219 We killed Genl Meccray & some 
Cols Lt Cols Majors Adjts & many inferior commissioned Officers, 84 
of their Commissioned Officers fell into our hands, the Rebs fled about 
1014 Oc A M leayeing their dead & wounded on the field. Our intire 
force sick & well here on the 4th was 3,760 All told. The Rebs fought 
with desperation at about 1% past 9 Oc A M they charged on & took 
battery C. Our men spiked the gunes save one & the. Rebble artillerst 
was drunk & loaded it. ball down, the worst job for them of that day 
was takeing that battery they crowded in & battery A. Ft Curtis & 
the Gun boat Tyler literally mowed them down, they held the batery 
about one hour in which time we had captured some 800 Rebbles who 
had made a charge down the hill toward fort Curtis, & we marched 
them immediately on the steamer that had just landed & they ware 
miles up the river as prisoners of war before the rebbles fled from be- 
fore us which was from 1% past 10 to 14 past 11 Oc A. M. This bat- 
tle takeing the overwhelming odds against us will stand among the most 
complete victories of the war, & will add to the thrilling interest, of 
that great National Aniversary, & it will be a warning to traitors that 
they must not raise their impious hands on that day consecrated to 
freedom; to insult the emblem of libery, or attempt to tare a star from 
the flag of the Noble the Brave & the Free. 

Sunday, July 5. Ihave had one of the most disagreeable & sickening 
jobs of my life, & I am as near intirely give out as I ever was. I had 
command of the fatigue party from our Reg to assist in burrying Reb- 
bles & the stench was almost unindurable, Lt Spooner was sent out in 
command of our picket, we laid out on the battlefield all last night I 
think all the troops that are here done the same. In our burrying 
partys we put from one I guess to 40 in one large grave according to 
how thick they ware piled together as we could not move them far, from 
the dreadful condition they ware in to handle, where you could see the 
skin they ware black as negroes but so covered with fly blows, & 
magots that not many could be seen. even on the face or foreds there 
was 6 in one place fell on, & across each other where I was burrying, & 
a Ist and 2nd Lieut within 10 feet of them & Col McGhee I believe of 
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the 7 mo Reb, Reg lay within 20 ft of them & others scattered thick all 
about them at about 5 Oc P. M. the rebs advanced to our line on the 
little rock road, the alarm gun fired & we all broke for our regments, 
but they did not venture in 

July 6. At about 814 Oc A M we ware ordered in line took arms & 
ware marched of the field to our tents Our Col made a fiew remarks 
& we gave three hearty cheers & broke ranks to our tents to rest in 
about 10 minutes I was detailed to take charge of the picket guards & 
instead of getting a rest, here I am on the line on duty & nearly used up 
but thank God it is in a good cause there are fatigue parties all around 
the lines to day burrying Rebbles quite a large number have been found 
& buried 

July 7. I was badly hurt by a fall I got on the picket line last night 
I feel quite feble from the constant labour I have been doing, & the 
verry hot wether we have now, this day has been verry hot but now 
evening there is a little air astur & some appearance of raine 

July 9. I have felt quite exausted & after we ware on dress perade 
I went to the hospital & got some medicine 

July 10. Just after daylight there was some excitement on the picket 
lines & in camp, it had been believed last evening that the rebs would 
attack us this morn & at 11 Oc last night all had orders to be in line by 
3 Oc this A M which we ware & just after day break some Negroes 
aproached the pickets & without noticeing what they ware the pickets 
opened the fire on them & wounded one, in a fiew moments the 29th 33rd 
& 36th Iowa Regts ware in march & we fully expected to fight, but it 
proved a hoax, after we got out on the field & found no fight was on 
hand, I began to feel the affects of the medicine I had taken last night 
which purged & vomited me half the night, & I felt almost to week to 
walk into Camp, & did have to rest twice on the way at Seargents Call 
after they had attended to the men they came to my tent & said I must 
go to the hospital & this evening I came down. 

July 11, I have felt quite feble today but not much sick There was 
a number of dead Rebbles found in the woods a little way beyond our 
line this day every day proves the havock among them greater than we 
at the close of the battle thought Last evening the Doctors had me 
come to the Regmental hospital, I have the Malarious fever, the Dr 
sais & the terible fall I got on picket has badly ruptured me it is not 
very painfull but I fear its results 

Sunday, July 12. The day has been cool & cloudy with fog & a fine 
breeze all day & some thunder, I feel some stronger this evening At 
2% Oc I was at Brigade meeting, Brother M H Hare Preached from 
these encourageing words; There remaineth therefore a rest to the peo- 
ple of God, we had a verry pleasant time 

July 18. Capts Gedney of Co I & Capt Mahon of Co E started home 
on sick furlow of 20 days. 

July 14. Fairbrother of Co I died in Regt’l Hospital of diseased 
Jungs I get strength very slowly. 
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July 15, Philip Whitsell of Our Co & Others of the Regt went home 
on sick furlow of 30 days Wm Holmes of Co. A died in Regt’! Hos- 
pital, of infermation of the Kidneys Evening I attended & led a little 
prayer & speaking meeting in the saw mill near the hospital Seargt 
James W Calvert of Our Co who is detailed in the Ist Arkansas African 
Decent, Returned from furlow & brought me a letter from my children. 

July 16. I improve verry slow if at all Our Genls are expecting 
an attack, & an Order was read on dress perade to the several regts here 
this evening, Ordering 2 companies from each regt to lay in the rifle 
pitts at nights & the other companies are to keep their arms stacked & 
quarters & lay with their cloths on at nights until further Orders, On 
hearing the order read I went up to Our Camp & got my sword & re- 
volver, so that if we ware attacked I could join the regt without going 
up to camp. I wrote a communication for the Keosauqua Republican. 

July 17. I am quite feeble, but think I am improveing sloley 

July 18. J have felt quite feeble all day. 

Sunday, July 19. At 2% Oc P M I attended Brigade meeting con- 
ducted by M H Hare & Chaplain Joseph Brooks of the 33 Mo Regt he 
preached a good discourse from these cheering word They that wait on 
the Lord shall renew their strength 

July 20. A steamer crouded with rebble prisoners from Johnsons 
Army passed up about noon, they refused to be paroled & asked to be 
sent north they want to take the Oath & leave reabledom until the war 
is over at least 

July 21. At 7 Oc A M a scout of 200 men from each Regt of our 
brigade started out to look after the rebs, about 100 Cavelry from the 
Ist India went along, they took rashions for two days, I feel to be 
gaining strength slowly, 

July 22. At about 444 Oc P. M. our scouts got back they ware out 
12 to 15 miles & saw no enemy brought in some chickens, turkeys, 
peaches, Apples & roastenears & some of the men came back sick & 
Lieut Spooner of our Co came in in the ambulance quite sick 

July 23. [Alfred H] Cummings of Co C died of congestion in Regt 
Hospital to day I was up to camp but discovered that I am verry 
weak 

July 24. I have been verry unwell most of this day perhaps from 
the medecine I am takeing I am suffering severely in the reagon of my 
liver. I enjoy the presance & smiles of the Saviour, There is felt here 
some expectations of an attack & some from each Regt are ordered to 
lay in the rifie pitts & at the brest works this nite & our Co is among 
the number 

July 25. Buisey preparations are making to repel the rebles, as 
there is an attack expected almost hourly now Men from the different 
Regts laid in the rifle pitts & at the brestworks last night & our Co was 
among the Number I have been verry poorly this day think it is the 
medecine that makes me feel so poorly, But I adore the name of God 


that I find him ever preasnt, 
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Sunday, July 26. Variable verry warm untill about 2 Oc P M when 
it commenced to raine hard with fine cool breeze We sent a number of 
the sick soldiers from here up to Memphis or St Louis on hospital boat 
Some 3 regments of troops from Vicksburg arived here to reinforce us 
the 40th Iowa & two Illinois 

July 27. 

July 28. Most of our Brigade started out on a scout with two days 
rations, Col Clayton of the 5th Kansas Cavelry is in command A part 
of the Ist Iowa Cavelry arived in the night from Genl Davidsons army, 
& our folks sent a steamer out & up the St. Francis river with rations 
for Genl Davidsons army we sent 100 men on the boat as guard they 
report that they left Davidson 150 miles from here, & had to skirmish 
most of the way in they took a number of prisoners paroled most of 
them, & had no men killed. wounded or taken. I am verry poorly but 
happy & intirely resigned to the will of the Good Lord. 

July 29. Wrote a letter to My Sister Mrs Temperance A Fink 
Pulaski Davis Co Iowa Variable & pleasant with lite shower com- 
mencing At 8 Oc A. M. Our scout got in, saw but fiew rebbles brought 
in 4 prisoners the Infantry ware out to Lagrange some 15 miles the 
Cavelry ware far beyond, they saw some of Genl Davidsons army they 
are building a pontoon across the Langee My Capt T M Fee came in 
the ambulence sick was taken sick yesterday I am quite feeble & sick 
at stomach 

July 30. Our Regt was paid 2 months pay this P. M. being untill 
the 30th of June I am verry near used up this evening I had to attend 
to the paying of our Co & check &c. An order read on Dressperade 
informed us that we are removed from the 13th army Corps Genl Ord. 
to the 16th Army Corps Genl Hurlbert. William J Dooley of Co F 
died of jaundice 

July 31. Soldiers are ariveing from below some stoping, & some go- 
ing on up the river TI feel a little better I think this evening but I am 
quite feeble but happy in God my Saviour. 

August 1, I rejoice in God for his abundant mercy, & goodness he 
is ever precious to my poor prodigal heart, Oh praise the Lord my 
Soule. I believe I am gaining strength of body Richard Tilton War- 
ren of Co D died of conjestion 

Sunday, August 2. I have felt verry feeble with trembling sensa- 
tions all over most of the day, but my peace is as a river my joy seems 
full 

August 3. I have had a verry strange trembling sensation, in my 
flesh & nerves all day, I have peace abideing strong and sure. The boat 
that took provisions up the St Francis river to Genl Davidsons forces 
got back all safe was out two days over time J Webber & J Morrison 
of our Co who went up as guards got to see each a brother in Davidsons 
army & they saw Lt Calwell & H Grages & others of my old friends 


I am feeling a little better than yesterday, the Lord is good & I find 
him precious to me, 


eee 
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August 4. Some 700 Rebble prisoners passed up north to take the 
Oath refuseing to be paroled. 

August 5. The 77th & 22nd Ohio Infty came in here last night from 
Alton a provission trane-from Genl Davidsons army came in this P. 
M escorted by 2 Cos of Illinoise Cav they bring in the pontoon bridges 
for repairs. Alpheus Anderson of Co K died of Congestion I was 
quite sick most of last night & this morning but am feeling better this 
evening thank the dear Redeemer. 

August 6. Soldiers are yet coming here We are now changed the 
43rd Indiana 77th Ohio & us 36 Iowa are the Ist brigade of the Ist 
divission of the 16th army Corps. Brigade commanded by Our Col 
Kittredge, divission commanded by Col. Rice of the 33rd Iowa vols & the 
Corps by Genl Steele 

August 7. Dr. Smith gave me some nice ripe figs Our Chaplain 
went out of our lines some 5 or 6 miles to the Reb hospital with pro- 
vissions & supplies for them he also took quite a lott of reading matter 
newspapers religeous tracts & testaments all of which they ware desti- 
tute not haveing as much as one testament they ware all greatfully re- 
ceived. they have had much attention by our Seargents since the battle, 
& our folks have taken them provisions liquors medecines &c. by the 
ambulance load, that is healing the wounds our hands have made, I 
am feeling a little better I believe & I have a calm sperit, & great peace 

August 8. 1 bless the Lord for his infinite mercy to unworthy me, 
in my feebleness of body, I feel strong in the Lord. 

Sunday, August 9. The camps seem in a bustle prepareing to start 
on the expedition Bless the Lord Oh my Soule for his goodness mearcy 
& free abounding love to his children I have had a peace as a river .& 
thank the Lord I am gaining strength & trust that my disease is broken 
up & that I will soon be restored to health 

August 10. There was a grand review of the forces here this fore- 
noon & a great sturring among the camps & hospitals prepareing to 
leave on an expedition tomorrow ‘This evening papers came to me with 
permission to go north for my health untill I recover I have to report 
every week to Our medical Seargent S H Sawyer I am slowly im- 
proveing I believe, The Lord is precious to me, & the people are kind 

August 11, At 12 Oc noon I went on board the steamer Crescent 
City for Memphis Tenn, Capt J F Webb, a gentleman of the first class 
tendered me every possible kindness, about 3 Oc P M we encountered a 
most tremendeous storm of wind, but we wethered it unharmed [ left 
my Reg, & company with much regret but must submit to the provi- 
dence of God cheerfully the good Chaplin M H Hare & many of the 
officers & men ware on the boat to bid me good by, the 16th Army 
Corps ware to march from Helena at 31% Oc P. M on our expedition & 
I wept to think I could not go, they go against Little Rock 

August 12. At Day light we landed at Memphis Tenn, I got convey- 
ance for my trunk to the steamer Mary E Forsythe that was adver- 
tised to leave at 5 Oc P. M. for St Louis, after my Trunk was on board 


210 ANNALS OF IOWA 


I got conveyance to Maj Genl B M Prentiss’ head Qrs but he had gone 
up the river & I did not get to see him & when I came out of his Office 
the man had left me & I walked down to the packet by spells & was not 
able to go off the boat again while she laid there I was verry sick part 
of the time evening they found a negro close to shore drowned, they say 
he walked of the boat in his sleep last night 

August 13. At 11 Oc A. M. left Memphis Tenn on the Steamer 
packet Mary FE Forsythe for St. Louis Mo, at 3 Oc P M we passed fort 
Randal, it is destroyed & not Occupied, at 5 we landed at Island 32. 
And took on some cotton at 6 Oc we landed at fort Pillow Geo Steel 
changed the male while they ware putting off freight & takeing on 
captured horses & mules & the Indiana boys here brought on a rebble 
Spy, Geo Given, to take to Columbus Ky, the fine packet is very much 
crouded with passengers mostly furload soldiers & “women the deck 
filled with refugees & some reb Deserters & some Reb paroled prison- 
ers, I was quite sick this P M but feel easey now thank the Lord. 11 
Oc night. 

August 14, At day break we ware at tiptonville at 44, past 5 Oc A. 
M. at Point Pleasant, At 6 Oc at the fine plantation where the family 
was resently murdered by negroes, some of their own slaves doing the 
deed. At 7 Oc at New Madrid We left Our Mules & horses & Spy 
George Given at Columbus Kentucky & at 3 Oc we ware at Cairo & 
most of the passengers got off to take the cars, but I did not feel able 
to ride on them being verry sick a good portion of the day & am now 
10 Oc night quite sick & verry feeble but we have less confusion since 
we left Cairo being so fiew to what we had before, 

August 15. Variable with showers pleasant At 11 Oc A M we 
landed at Chester Ill, & here I had the pleasure of an interview with 
my old friend & schoolmate Abner Kirk, he was in town I had written 
a letter & handed it to his neighbor, who went out & soon found him & 
sent him to me he & family are well his children all 7 boys, we had a 
pleasant ¥, hour & he is sound for the Union, At 9 Oc A M we got to 
Libertyville 11 Oc at Chester, 1 Oc at St. Marys 3 Oc at St. Genevieve 
landing, 1% past 10 Oc night we landed at St Louis & learnt that the 
Steam Packet Schuyler was soon to start for Keokuk & I had our things 
at once moved on board, & Christian Eckroats carried on to her he is 
severely wounded & no one to see to him along, & Mrs Miller of Ottumwa 
Towa whos husband is in our Reg is in my care but takeing care of me 
& Mrs Charity Drake, whos husband Oliver is in the 10 Iowa & has 
been in hospital Memphis Tenn & she went down to see him & got there 
the day after he started home is in my care by her request they live not, 
far from Eddyville, We left St Louis 1% past 11 Oc nite, & I much 
exasted & trembling weak 

Sunday, August 16, Clear & extremely warm I suffered verry much 
with the heat & Capt Wm Harle of Memphis. Mo came near haveing a 
sun stroke about 4 Oc P. M he sank under the heat, & Christian Eck- 
roats from 14 miles west of Eddyville Iowa who belongs to the 17th. 
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Iowa Infty & was wounded at Champion hills Miss is on boat on his 
way home on sick furlow & verry much reduced from his wound being 
shot in the right brest & the ball is loged under the shoulder blade, the 
wound is mattering freely, he came on board at Memphis, Tenn not 
able to walk or help himself & no a being along to take care of him, & 
I have been trying to do for him all I have been able to washing & 
feeding him & dressing his wound Mrs Miller & Mrs Drake keep the 
flyes off ove[r] him & fan him, I am verry feeble this evening I think 
from the heat I am enjoying myself & have had some sweet moments 
in meditation & inward communion. Oh how good the Lord is in my 
conversation hardened skeptical sinners have wept, among them the 
capt above named, before he was smitten down & I pray it may be 
conviction that will end in convertion. 

August 17. At 12 Oc noon we arived at Keokuk at 3 Oc took the 
cars & at 614 Oc I arived at Summit took the hack & at dark arived at 
home at Keosauqua, my Daughter & two youngest sons ware in Davis 
Co at my Brothers near Troy attending Camp Meeting I took supper 
at Andrew Merediths found my friends all well, & had the pleasure 
of resting on my own floor the night At Keokuk I started to go to 
hospital to see some of our men but my strength failed & I could not 
go, I saw Phillip Whitzell of our Co & some others of Our Reg at 
Depot 

August 18. Amandus Started early in buggy for Emma & my little 
sons. at 5 Oc P. M. they arived at home well at 514 Oc My Brother A 
S Pearson his Wife & Child & Sister Temperance A Funk & her son 
Dodge arived, I was glad to see them, so soon to come to see me many 
of my Neighbours have been to see me, & I was quite exasted by night 
The Republicans had a Convention & Senitor Wilson!8 made a telling 
speech they say & harmony prevailed in the convention I ate breakfast 
at My brotherinlaw’s LeeRoy Meredith; took Dinner with my Old 
friend & brother, Chandler E Yeager I sent for Dr Wm Craig & he 
came to see me, & is to prepare & bring me some tonecs tomorrow, 
quite a number of neighbours have called this day, & it is cheering to 
listen to their loved familliar voices. 

August 19. I have been quite poorly this afternoon Dr Craig was to 
see me this morning & brought me some toneck medecines 

August 20. I had forgotten to send a report to our Regtl Seargt, 
from Dr Wm Craig, in my letter I wrote & started yesterday to My 
Capt. & I sent it to Mrs. Hare this A M & she sent it in her letter to 
her husband Our Chaplain, & requesting him to deliver it to our sergt 
Dr S H Sawyer, Helena Ark. I have felt on the mend this day thank 
the Lord, but had a verry sick spell before day this morning, At Noon 
they took me in wagon to my neighbour LeeRoy Merediths & I took 
dinner with many good friends & connection, In the morning & evening 

i8James F. Wilson of Fairfield, member Third Constitutional Convention, 


1857; member Iowa House of Representatives, 1858; member Iowa Senate, 1860- 
61; member United States House of Representatives, 1861-69; member United 


States Senate, 1883-95, 
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many of my friends & Neighbours called to see me among them the 
Hon Geo G Wright & Lady & the stationed preacher Rev Bradrick 

August 21. 1 was quite unwell in the morning but have felt better 
through the day at noon they took me to Andrew Merediths for dinner 
among a number of my friends & Neighbours, had a pleasant time 
Morning & evening a number of friends & neighbours called to see me 
Revt RT Rowley the Presideing Elder had quite an interview with me 
& we had a verry pleasant time. 

August 22. Morning My Brother Augustus Son Kirk & Daughter 
Maria Came down to see me, Afternoon they all went into Thayer & 
Noyes United States Circus & Hippozoonoma They took me in buggy 
in town & I took dinner with Brother Burns I had the pleasure of 
seeing many old friends & acquaintances & was treated with greaat 
kindness & respects Evening My Brother his wife & Child & my sister 
& her son that came on tuesday started home & would stay the night 
with my sisters daughter Nancy Tootwiler, I have spent the day 
pleasantly but have felt verry feeble some of the time, 

Sunday, August 23. 11 Oc I was at church & made a fiew remarks 
in closing after the Rev Thos Bradrick, I met a hearty welcome from 
the Brothers & Sisters I & Daughter took dinner at Father Thomas 
Millers, I was quite sick afternoon; Evening was at Church but de- 
clined to speak being to feeble My Nephew Kirk & Niece Maria Pear- 
son that came yesterday morning went home today, I have had a happy 
day although quite sick part of the time. I wrote a little article for the 
Republican. 

August 24. ‘The Mahoneyites or Copperhead wing of the democracy 
had a rally at Keosauqua & tryed to make a demonstration; in my hon- 
est opinion they had not one hundred & fifty of their voters present, & 
Genl James Tuttle who they have now as candidate for Governor left 
in the morning so as not to be present at the meeting, least he mite 
make himself offencive to the Cops, or the war democracy, he stands in 
a strange position as a candidate repudiating the platform & running 
on the ticket The speakers ware Horrace & Clagett of Keokuk, Trim- 
ble of Bloomfield I was at the meeting a short time & heard slang 
enough to disgust any loyal man before TI left 

August 25. Clear & Cold with quite a heavy frost in the morning 
killing Cucumber vines &e They thrashed my wheat on my river farm 
above Pittsburg I was not able to go up. ‘I called at Judge G. G. 
Wrights a spell in morning, & had Dr Craig to examine me & make out 
a Statement of my condition to send to Our Regt Seargent 

August 26. Clear & verry cool for Aug more like Oct or the fore- 
part of Nov vines in many places are killed by the frost on monday 
night, & the corn blades in many places are killed & white as they will 
be in winter Wm Dean, Brother of H Clay Dean came to town yester- 
day, it is rumered to council with the K.G.C. afternoon he drank freely 
of bad whiskey, & at night was put to bed on a pallet on the bar room 


floor of the Keosauqua house, & was found dead there this morning he: 
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seemed to have died without a struggle Afternoon Emma & I spent 
with the family of our good Chaplain M. H. Hare, I am feeling some 
better but my strength appears as if it will not return 

August 27. I spent the afternoon with Hon G G Wright Chief jus- 
tice of Iowa & my esteemed neighbour I took tea with them, Capt Jas 
B. Sample of Genl Tuttles staff was there. he is not for Tuttle or the 
traitor ticket, & feels disgusted at the condition Tuttle has placed him- 
self in at this critical time. Evening Emma & I attended the Union 
prayer meeting at the M. E. Church not many out but we had a pleasant 
time, prisbeterias Congregationalists & Methodist’s takeing part in 
speaking, singing & prayer’s 

August 28. My son’s & I went in buggy to two of my places, found 
the corn looking much better than I expected on each of them, & the 
cotton on my river place is looking beautifull being nicely in bloom, 
at noon I sipped coffy with Brother John myres, & finished a short 
visit & went on to H Tootwilers on my place there sat at the table 
again & sipped some more Coffee had a little vissit got a fiew roast- 
enears & a mess of potatoes & returned home; 

August 29. Daniel Kent Lieut Col of the 19th Iowa Infty arived 
at home in Keosauqua, he is looking in good health, but brings the 
sad news to our Citty of the death of Holden L. Prosser of the 19th 
Iowa, he died in hospital at [Vicksburg] of billious diareah he was a 


sound union man & a good soldier was a verry industrious citizen & 


leaves a Wife & 2 children to mourn his loss, Emma & I spent the 
afternoon & took tea with Brother Silas Toolman, we called in the 
evening a short time at Brother Rowleys our Presiding Elder he was 
from home at his Qr meeting 

Sunday, August 30. 11 Oc A M attended preaching in our Church 
by Thos Bradrick text Behold how good & how pleasant it is for 
brethern to dwell together in harmony, we had a pleasant time we 
took dinner at Brother E D Shepherds, I rode in buggy with the 
preacher to his appointment at Philadelphia he preached from the last 
Ch of Rev & 17 v & I closed after him, many old friends ware glad 
to see me evening we had prayer & speaking meeting in our Church 
we had a good time & [I praise the Lord for his mearcy & blessing 
which surround us, I am verry weary but happy bless the Lord Oh my 
Soul 

August 31. I put in the day resting at home & conversing with the 
numerous friends who called on me. 

September 1. 8 Oc I took the hack in company with Chief Justice 
GG Wright & family we went to Summit Station & there took the 
Cars for Douds Station & from there to buisness Corners in Mr Gard- 
ners wagon we took dinner with Mr Gardner & thence went to Mt 
Maria Church to a Union meeting at 1 Oc P. M. we had a large asem- 
blage of men & women the Judge spoke Over 2¥, hours, I was then 
called out & I made a short speach & was often stoped by the loud 
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cheers of the audiance evening I returned home in L Merediths wagon 
I was verry weary 

September 2. Variable & quite cool, 8 Oc my son took Emma & I 
to the Summit & we there took the cars for Keokuk, we arived after- 
noon put up at the Dudley house went & heard the Rey Senator Har- 
lan!® speak to a verry large assemblage of people & he made one of 
the ablest speaches I ever heard, & I think was convincing to the 
Copperhead tribe & cheering & instructive to the Union people, after 
the speaking went & seen my men in hospital & was happy to find our 
men all improveing 

September 3. We visited the hospitals again this morning & found 
our men in good sperits, we done a little shopping & at 3 Oc took the 
Cars & arived safely but much wearied at home just at dark, I feel 
almost give out feeble & faint, 

September 4. There was a grand ralley of the Union people of old 
Van buren Co & some from the adjoining Countys, One of the proses- 
sions passed my house had 139 wagons loaded with people drums beat- 
ing & colors flying, the front wagon nicely fixed of for the fine brass 
band of Fairfield, there was 37 horses drawing the wagon halling the 
band & highest flag staff, & next to it was a fine brass cannon, it was 
the largest assemblage of people ever I saw in the County Senator 
Harlan first spoke & Mr Geo. W. McCrary? formerly of this Co but 
now a lawyer of Keokuk followed their speaches was well received by 
the friends the Union at night Our old townsman C C Nourse?! spoke 
in the Court house & his speech I am told was pointed & convinceing, 
I was not able to attend, there was one verry sad affair a young Mr 
Krucher while loading the cannon had his right hand blown off & he 
had been wounded in the left arm at prairie grove & has but little use 
of it the gathering was splendid & there was but little disturbance a 
fiew Copperheads disturbed the meeting but ware hurried out of the 
court yard & our old neighbour Carlile St John got slapped in the 
mouth for his treasonous slang, & was lead from the speaking, I took 
tea with my Old Neighbour Mrs Daugherty 

September 3. At noon I started with my Children in my buggy up 
‘to my Brothers at String town found him his wife & Oldest son & 
daughter gone to the grand Republican ralley at Bloomfield, they 
report a big crowd out & a good time Senator Harlan C C Nourse & 
Capt Moore spoke & the meeting was harmonious. I went down in 
the grove below Stringtown & listened to Judge Trimble address the 
Cops & some sound Democrats & Republicans was there, he mixed his 


_ 1%James Harlan of Mount Pleasant, state superintendent of i 

tion, 1847; president Wesleyan University, Mune Pleasant, peter yl Bate 

States senator, 1855-65; United States secretary of the interior, 1865: again 

United States senator, 1867-78; member Alabama Claims Commission, 1882-85 
°George W. McCrary, member Iowa House of Representatives 1858-59; 

“fornre a ee aed ag ip United States “House of Representatives, 
“77; es secretar f -79; ‘ 

Bighth reat hep Sre ry y of war, 1877-79; United States judge of the 


Distent, Pires ‘attorney-general of Towa, 1861-65; judge of Fifth Judicial 
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speach up so it was hard at times to know which side he was on but he 
abused the Abolisionists & their party & extolled the Copperheads & 
Genl Tuttle 

Sunday, September 6. At 7 Oc A M Brother Augustus took his 
waggon & he his wife & 2 Children & I & my children & we went to 
Our ‘Sister Temperance Ann Finks near Pulaski we took dinner & in 
the evening she got in the wagon & came to Brothers with us I was 
verry tired & feeble, & sick after night, my friends ware all well here, 
thank the Lord. 

September 7. Variable & pleasant 8 Oc Brother, & his daughter 
Maria & Sister, my daughter & I got in Brothers wagon & we went 
some 3 or 4 miles out toward Chequest, to get a girl but failed, we 
was over some rough country we came back through Troy & I was 
verry much wearied, afternoon My sister & son Amandus got in my 
buggy & went to Pulasky & got us a girl Miss Margaret Stofer & in 
coming back he broke the buggy was detained at sisters all night 

September 8. Morning I went with Brother to Troy the folks got 
at me to stay & make a speach at night, about the state of the country, 
the duty of the people, prospect of the war &c but I at first declined 
intending to go home but when we got back to Brothers my son had 
got there with a broken buggy axle & had to take it to Troy to get a 
new one, & the citizens again got at me to give them a speach & as I 
had been detained & could not get home I concented, I took tea at 
Judge Areharts & had a verry pleasant time with them at candle- 
lighting we met in the M E Church the house was crowded & after 
Judge Arehart was called to the chair & stated the object of the meet- 
ing the choir sang & I then spoke to the croud, after I closed others 
was called but declined we adjurned & I went to Brothers for the 
night, : 

September 9. At 9 Oc A M, Brother hitched up his waggon & 
started home with us we had hay in the Waggon & a cover on it & it 
was so cool that we covered up our laps with a quilt & then was to 
cool at 2 Oc P M we got home-& found our plumbs, damsons, pears, 
peaches & apples had vanished rapidly from the trees by some means, 
I feel weary & weak, 

September 10. I have been quite feeble. I went in to the court 
house a fiew minutes in the afternoon, Court is in session here in 
Keosauqua this week, & there is a suit against a rebble school Miss 
for whipping several children for singing the good national song Ralley 
around the flag boys, they sang it at noon on thanksgiveing day it was 
sang some rods from the school house, Sylvester Henrys children was 
among the ones whiped & he is one of prosecutors 

September 11. Sent Curtificates from Drs Craig, Stidger, & Elbert, 
of my feeble condition to the commander of the 36th Iowa Reg Infty 

September 12. At 10 Oc A. M. I went at the strong solicitations 
of friends with them to a grand union meeting at Birmingham, & at: 
1 Oc P: M_we got their, Cenator Wilson first spoke & next. the Rev: 
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Fisk who ‘in former years drove from Kentucky at the time a neigh- 
bourhood had to leave on account of their religeous views they made 
excelent & telling speaches, after them I was called out & spoke a 
short time, we had singing by the Keosauqua glee Club and the Bir- 
ingham glee Club before & between the speaches, & it was a good time 
for the loyal citizens but the northern traitors got it hard the meeting 
closed in order & at dark I was again at home, verry weary but glad 
for the fine repast 

Sunday, September 18. 7 Oc A M, my children & I attended class 
meeting 11 Oc Mr Sands the Congregational minister preached for us 
in the M E Church text Isaiah Ist Ch 2nd 3rd & 4 verses immediately 
after preaching my children & I visited the graveyard & Offered up 
our prayers as we knelt around the silent remains of our departed 
friends & baptised their graves with our tears, at 1 Oc P M we called 
to see Mrs Prosser whose husband lately died in hospital at Vicks- 
burg, & her mother is verry, sick & with Mrs. Prosser; 2 Oc we at- 
tended Sabbath School & evening we attended a prayer & speaking 
meeting in the M E Church & had a good time, but I am about exasted 

September 14. We have been throng this day as my son Amandus, 
is to leave at 3 Oc tomorrow morning for school at Iowa Citty, a num- 
ber of friends have been to see him Evening Amandus & I went to 
the M E Church & listned to a most elegant anty slavery lecture by 
the Rev Fisk who was driven from Kentucky years ago, & since the 
rebellion driven from Mo, the house was crowded & many could not 
get in, & his discourse was bible proofs against American slavery & it 
left no spot for the proslavery clan to stand upon with their pet sin 
which is so terriby afflicting this nation now but which thank God will 
soon be swept from America, 10 Oc night the last 30 hours I have not 
been to bed & am faged out as the saying goes 

September 15. I went with my son in buggy to Brother Kauffmans 
on poor farm & we got there at 10 minutes after three Oc A M, Mrs 
Judge George Wright had got there with her two eldest sons just be- 
fore us & Brother Kauffman takes them to Iowa Citty for us, they 
started at 5 Oc A M & at daylight Mrs Wright & I started home I 
stopped a short time at Isaac Parlees but got home before breckfast 
& after it Brother C E yeager & I & my two little boys went in my 
buggy to my river farm to see our cotton crop, we got home before 
noon, Mrs Hare was at my house & spent the day with us & we had a 
verry Pleasant social time She is the Wife of my Chaplain, Evening 
Brother E D Sheppurd C. E, Yeager & I went out to Brother M M 
Myrs’es & had a social good hour & each of us four under a tree in 
his yard on our knees made known our wants to God & we ware 
blessed my old friend Silvester Henry staid the night with me, 

September 16. My Friend Sylvester Henry is with us again tonight 
& also H Tootwiler, I was in Court a fiew minutes this forenoon list- 
ning to the pleadings of a suit against a Shee rebble School teacher 
for severely whipping some little girls on thanksgiving day, for singing 
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at noon not in school hours, nor on the school ground, the good & 
loyal national song, & we will rally around the flag boys, rally once 
again &c. : 

September 17. Capt Leroy Elbert?? arived home a Corps this P M 
he belonged to the regulars & was taken sick Memphis Tenn & started 
home & died on the way he is a son of Dr J D Elbert? of this county 
Indian Prarie 

September 18. Morning I went with L Meredith to Pittsburg mill 
Robt Maples little girl died Emma & I spent the evening with L 
Meredith’s 

September 19. Court Closed haveing put in the full time two weeks 
allowed to them Mrs Eager died of fever she was quite an old lady 
Evening I attended the lodge of I O O F. & got a traveling card for 
one year from the 15th of Nov next. 

Sunday, September 20. 9 Oc we attended Brother Yeagers Class, 
10 Oc Yeager, & my Daughter & I went in my buggy to Dr Elberts to 
the funeral of his son Capt Leroy Elbert Rev Latham preached the 
funeral & Rev Rowley officiated some it was a good sermont & a solmn 
time, a verry large gathering of people & the family ware greatly 
overcome by this sad affliction, he died of Typhoid fever on his way 
home from Memphis Tenn, at 5 Oc Emma & I attended class Brother 
E D Shepherd class. Evening we had Union prayer & conference 
meeting At the M E Church the Rev King, Presbeterian led the 
meeting 

September 21. I was buisey fixing to start to the army At candle- 
lighting according to an appointment by request of the citizens IJ made 
a speach in the Court house on the state of the Country there was a 
fine audiance after I spoke Rev Latham” Preacher in charge at Keo- 
sauqua & candidate for the ledgeslator was called for he arose & ex- 
cused himself, then Joseph Smith a lawyer of the place & a life long 
Democrat was. called out he made a short excellent speach denouncing 
Copperheads & not missing Genl Tuttle & heartily indorsing the Ad- 
ministration & urgeing all to vote for Stone*> & the Republican ticket 
generaly. Judge Strickland presided at the meeting, & the glee Club 
favoured us with some excilent singing patriotic songs 

September 22. 8 Oc A M I left home, Brother Yeager brought 
Emma & I to Summit Station in my buggy we then took the Cars & 
Emma & I arived at Keokuk at 3 P M we visited the hospitals, done 


22Leroy Elbert, appointed from Van Buren County, Iowa, to West Point 
Military Academy and was graduated in 1857, promoted to first lieutenant in 
1861, to captain in 1868, and died September 13, 1863. 

23Dr.. John D. Elbert, member Iowa Territorial Council, 1842-43. 

24James W. Latham, member House of Representatives, Tenth General As- 
sembly, 1864. 

25William M. Stone, judge of the Eleventh, afterward the Sixth, Judicial Dis- 
trict, 1857-61; captain Company B, Third Iowa Infantry, and promoted to major 
of the regiment, 1861; colonel Twenty-second Jowa Infantry, 1862-63; governor 
of Iowa, 1864-68; member Iowa House of Representatives, 1878; assistant com- 
missioner, and later commissioner, of United States Land Office, 1889-93. e 
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some shopping & evening we put up at Cozen M J Kelleys he is at 
Chicago his Wife & Children are well I am verry tyred, the Seargent 
here say I ought not now to go to the army, from my feble state of 
health, but I have started & shall try to get to my Company, I heard 
this day the sad news that Lieut L. L. Spooner of my Co, Capt Varner 
of Co A & Capt Webb of Co K are dead. the coffin containing the 
body of Capt Webb I saw at the depot it arived here on its way to 
Albia this day 

September 23. Variable & warm I have spent the day in trying to 
get some of our men discharged from hospitals to take them with me 
to the Regt evening I listned to an excilent speach from Senator Doo- 
little of Wisconsin I think it done good if any anty war or peace men 
ware presant I am verry tyred tonight 

September 24. Emma took the cars at 24% Oc for home, I was 
buisey all day in trying-to get our men out of the hospital. Such as 
are reported for duty, they are verry anxious to go with me & I have 
had promises of the Seargents to have them releaced & have thus long 
been disapointed, but have promises that I shall have them tomorrow 
I am almost tired out in my efforts, I listened to a discourse this: 
evening in the Lighting house hospital by: Chaplain Williams & I am 
now put up at the Dudley house 

September 25. Clear & pleasant I have laboured hard this day to 
get the men from hospital but have yet failed. I took dinner with 
Mrs H Barrow, he Henry is in my Company, this eveningI was~at ‘the: 
lecture room in the medical Colledge & listned to a lecture by the 
Rev Denneth to the soldiers Christian Association, Subject. Loyalty to 
God, Denneth is pastor of the M E Chatham Square Church, I am put: 
up at the Dudley house, tyred & weary I will now at nine retire, 

September 26. I laboured until afternoon to get my men discharged. 
from hospital but failed & cannot get them before monday or tuesday 
& have to be reconsiled to that as I have been detailed by Capt Dwight 
commanding at Keokuk, to take the forces that are. ready. to leave 
Keokuk & distribute them as directed by him at 3 Oc P.M I took the 
cars & at a little after dark I arived at home by permition of Capt 
Dwight & Dr Tailor principal Seargent at Keokuk hospital. I found: 
my Children & neighbours generaly well & much surprised at seeing 
me home, Mr Saml Merrit came upon the cars & came with me home 
& spends the night with me.he used to bea citizen of. this Co but is 
now deputy marshall in Jefferson Co 5. ae 

Sunday, September 27. At 11 OcP M we attended preaching by 
_ James Latham text I beseech you that ye receive not the grace of God 
in vane, we took dinner» with Leeroy. Meredith. my- brother in law & 
oe evening with Father Thomas miller Emma is feeling quite un- 
we ; : 

September 28. At 8 Oc A M T left home in the hack & at 10 Oc. 
took the cars at Summit & arived at Keokuk at 2 Oc P M Thad the 
pleasure of seeing. several old ‘acquaintances “from Appanoose Co : 
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among them Mrs Richardson on her way to Memphis Tenn to see her 
husband he was wounded near Helena Ark & is in hospital at Mem- 
phis, I have been quite unwell this day & left my Daughter quite poorly 
this P’M but got a line from her this evening & she is much better 
I have been visiting the hospitals since 2 Oc P M until evening 

September 29. At 6 Oc A M I reported on the levee at Keokuk 
to take in charge some two hundred & thirty soldiers from the, hos- 
pitals gard house &c they are from almost all the western states & 
some of the hardest nuts I have seen at 7 Oc I went on board the 
steam Packet J Harry Johnson Capt F S Lee, Genl Ross got on with 
us at Quincy Ill 

September 380. At 4 Oc P. M we arived at St Louis & I marched 
our men to Scofield barracks & reported, & delivered them, I am suf- 
fering with severe headache 

October 1. Second Lieut Elliott of the 29th Iowa Inft & I used 
every effort we could to get on with the men we have in charge for 
Helena to join their Regts but we failed & are detained with the 
promise that we shall get off on Saterday; so at 6 Oc evening I took 
the cars for Belleville Ill & at 7 Oc arived at my Brotherinlaws J. K. 
Mullen found them well & I called an hour with H A Mullen then 
returned & staid the night with J K. I am feeling verry weary 

October 2. At 81% Oc I took leave of my Friends in Belleville Ill 
& went in the country to see my friends & Cousins Joseph & David 
Ogle’s, also John Ruddocks found them all well took dinner at Rud- 
docks at 4 Oc P. M. I again took the cars & at 5% Oc arived in St 
Louis, & stoped again at Scofield Barracks with Capt Saml J Stewart 
comding Scofield Barracks St Louis. 

October 3. I was quite unwell but buisey in trying to get off with 
the men from Scofield Barracks Evening I attended a lecture by 
——— Blow in reply to a speach one week ago by Genl Frank Blair 
who had made a kind of Copperhead speach they spoke in the Mer- 
cantile Library Hall 

Sunday, October 4. At 4 Oc P M we marched between 4 & 5 hun- 
dred troops from Scofield Barracks to the Packet landing as we ware 
Ordered to take a boat for Memphis but the boat could not take our 
men & we ware back to the Barracks, with much dissatisfaction to us 
all, evening Brother Elliott of the 29 Iowa & I went to the M E 
Church on 12th St & herd a good sermon from Brother Fisher of Law- 
rence, in Kansas he is Chaplain of the 5th Kansas Cavelry 

October 5. In morning I was quite sick but now 10 Oc night I am 
much. better I have suckseeded this day in getting started from Sco- 
field Barracks we left at 4 Oc & at 5 Oc P. M. I came on board the 
Hawk Eye State in command of between two & three hundred troops, 
most of them for Vicksburg, some for Memphis, Tenn, we left St 
Louis about sunset & are now laying up for the night a little below it. 
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October 6. We are laid up at Leeleys landing Mo for the night 
we have got along verry pleasantly thus far but I have been quite 
sick a spell this afternoon but I feel much better now I had _ the 
pleasure this day of discovering among the men I have in charge an 
old friend Aaron W Harlan he is Qr Master Seargent- in Col Mores 
21st Mo Regt he kept store in an early day at Desmoin City’® Van 
Buren Co Iowa, I have not seen him for the last 15 or. 20 years: but: 
I recognised him today & made myself known to him 

October 7. At noon we stoped a fiew moments at Cairo to report 
& at 2%, P M we reported at columbus & at evening we landed for the 


night close above the Reynolds bar on the Kentucky shore about. 10: 


miles above Island No 10 there was one boat fast on the bar & two 
others laid up until morning -to cross it I have in my Charge Wm 
Daubins of the 17th Iowa he is a fine looking inteHigent young, man & 
Brother to Isaac F Daubins a Col in the Rebble Army & has annoyed 
us a great deal about Helena in the past year & was in the fight 
against us on the 4th of July. 

October 8. MWHeavy fog in morning & we dare not start out untill it 
cleared away about 7 Oc at 9-Oc we passed the memorable Island 
No 10 & at noon we landed a little above Point Pleasant bar on which 
the steamer Warsaw was aground, here I got on shore with my 
troops & we walked past. the bar & our boat stuk a short time only 
& then she landed below & took us on, the Warsaw got off while we, 
ware on shore she left St Louis 26 hours before us & I marched those, 
troops down to go on her at St Louis but she could not take us & a 
fiew soldiers sliped from our ranks & paid their passage on her to get 
on fast to their Reg. 9 Oc night we are landed on the Arkepans 
shore for the night about 15 miles above Ft Pillow 

October 9, At day break we loosed from our moorings & went; 
gliding rappidly on our way down the great father of waters after we 
passed Ft Pillow I assembled my troops on the harican deck & Sear- 
gent Harlan of the 2lst Mo stated the object of the meeting & resolu~ 
tions ware passed expressing our gratitude to Capt Isaac Mason of 
the Hawk Eye state & the officers & Cooks under him -for  theit 
generosity & kindness to us, & we sent coppies of the ‘resolutions’ to 
the Memphis Bulletin Memphis Tenn, to the Mo Democrat St Louis, 


to the Gate City, Keokuk & to the Burlington Hawkey for publica~, 


tion, we landed at Memphis at 4 Oc P M & I reported my men & 
delivered them over to Major Kuhn in Ft Pickering & I took. the. 
guards & went to the Soldiers home in Memphis & put up for the 
night, I am verry poorly & almost intirely give out, but I found the. 
superentendant O E- Watters verry accommadating’ he- ‘gave me some. 
medecine & made. me as comfortable as he could : 


October 10. In the morning I was verry unwell I left the soldiers- 
home at 8% Oc A M & reported to Genl Veach & he Ordered me-to™ 


26What is now the northeast portion of Keosauqua 
up to 1886 when Keosauqua was incorporated. - babe Din Ma oo 
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Maj Kuhn ‘in Ft Pickering to take my men on to Vicksburg & at 4 Oc 
‘PM we left Ft Pickering & I marched them on board the Steamer 
John H Groesback, Capt John A Dubel I requested Serg A Harlan of 
the 21st Mo Reg to go out & request Mr Henry Wheeting [Whelen?], 
a commissioner from Keosauqua Iowa here to take the soldier votes, 
to’ bring me ‘some pole-books, tickets & the law on the soldier vote, 
which he did, I had the pleasure of his company a fiew minutes & saw 
Some other acquaintances, & at 71% Oc evening the boat pushed out 
went a mile up the river to a wood yard & tyed up for the night, with 
over one thousand troops on & near a hundred commis Officers 
Sunday, October 11. At day light the John H Groesbeck left- the 
Woodyard above- Memphis-Tenn & we arived at Helena Ark at 4 Oc 
& I delivered over some troops & at 5 Oc P M we again was on our 
way to Vicksburg at 11 Oc A-M. Chaplain Baldwin of the Il Reg 
preached a good discourse from. Proverbs 29th & Ist John A Dubel 
Capt of the Groesbeck & Officers ware gentlemany fellows Thomas 
Hannah Commissioner to take the vote of the 11th Iowa at vicksburg 
was on board & did not get to the regt in time & James M Ballard 
from council bluffs to take the vote of the 3rd Iowa Cavelry left us 
at Helena in time to take their voates if they are there 
October 12. Early in the morning we landed by the coal barges & 
coaled at the mouth of White River, we passed along well untill about 
5 Oc P M we ran on a sand bar & now 1014 Oc night we are yet hard 
aground hard as they have laboured to get off. afternoon we met the 
Metropolitan with Genl Grant & Lady on board he is a verry social 
pleasant man & has a verry Socieble lady, he is now going to Memphis 
to establish his head Qrs there, at 11 Oc A M G. C Edwards, formerly 
Ord Sear in [Co. F] the» 28 Iowa, now Chaplain of the 11 Luiseanna 
African De preached for us & I closed after him, at 3 Oc P M he 
gave us a national lecture on hurican deck it was a good thing 
- October 132. We are now 10 Oc night safe at the vicksburg landing 
on the Groesbeck we arived soon after dark haveing had a pleasant 
run & no grounding on the sand At 9 Oc A M we opened the election 
for Iowa Soldiers on board the Groesbeck to vote by Ellecting Major 
Spearman of 4th Iowa Cav. G W Pearson Lieut in 26th Iowa Inft & 
Lieut B F Jordan, 20th Jowa Inf judges of the Election & Assistant 
Surgeon J C Morrison of the 13 Iowa Inft & Lieut James Stewart of 
the 12 Iowa as clerks of the ellection & there was 141 votes polled 
Union Ticket for 
- Governor Wm M Stone 131 
Lieut Gover. E W Eastman 135 
Judge of Supreme Court John F Dillon 134 
Democrat or Copperhead candidates 


Genl J M Tuttle for Governor 8 
John F Duncombe “ Lieut Governor 6 
For Judge of Supreme Ct Ch Mason 6 


October 14. I delivered the Poll Books to Thos Hanna a commis- 
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sioner sent from Iowa to take votes at 8 Oc A M I reported my troops 
to the Provo Martial at Court house in vicksburg & was ordered to hold 
myself in readiness to take my troops on the Steamer Spread Eagle at 
| Oc P M & report them to the Commanders as follows 23 of the men 
I report at Natchez & 125 at New Orleans & several at Grand Gulf & 
6 at Port Hudson after securing transportation ration &c I viewed for 
a time the strong hold of vicksburg & went into some of their under- 
ground shelters from our Iron hale & onto the top of the Court house 
which gives a commanding view of the City I visited some of the forti- 
fycations & saw some of the effects of the siege; at 1 Oc P M went 
abord & at 2 Oc we started for N Orleans 

October 15. At day light we left Natchez & glided nicely along 
passing the mouth of Red river & 9 miles below is Morganza & farther 
on is Bayou Sara part of which is in ruins on the flat next the river on 
the bluffs back I could not se any distruction at 4 Oc we landed at 
Port Hudson it has high abrupt banks in front with a broken surface 
above, about sunset we landed at Baton Rouge, the Capital of Louisiana, 
we laid their about two hours, & Col Dungan?? & I walked up to the 
hospital & to the varanda hotell & to the central & back it is a pleasant 
seeming place the male population mostly gone in the rebble army 

October 16. Clear & pleasant except a heavy fog early in the morn- 
ing, We stoped at Donldsonville about day break & was there a short 
time, & at 1 Oc P M we landed at Carrollton about 5 miles above N 
Orleans, there is a large camp of soldiers there & I left a fiew of my 
men there with Lieut Col Dungan 34 Iowa At 3 Oc P M we landed at 
the Citty & I marched my men to the Provo Office it was closed, then 
to Genl Banks head Qrs they ware closed & I at last got my men to the 
Soldiers home just fitting up by Ephriam Nute Jr Gov. Agent western 
Sty Commission & formerly Chaplain of the Ist Kansas I saw my old 
friend Lieut Col Kent of the 19 Iowa in the citty this P M Miss Louisa 
Merits of Quincy Ill arived this A M as Matron of the Soldiers home 
here New Orleans 


“7Warren S. Dungan, member Iowa Senate, 1862; lieutenant-colonel Thirty- 
fourth Iowa Infantry, 1862-65; member of Iowa House of Representatives, 1880- 
88; member Iowa Senate again, 1888-91; lieutenant-governor of Iowa, 1894-96. 


The Oskaloosa Herald comes to us with the name of a new 
editor, Dr. Charles Beardsly, whose first labors give promise of 
future distinction in editorial life. Our friend Needham still 
retains his connection with the paper as one of its publishers; 
but impaired health compels him to resign one department of 
labor.—The Iowa Citizen, Des Moines, January 12, 1858. (In 


the newspaper collection of the Historical, Memorial and Art 
Department of Iowa.) 
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-- EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


PRE-McGUFFEY EDUCATION 


Before the McGuffey type of- school textbooks came into use 
the teaching of -youth in the Ohio Valley was already a settled 
purpose. Our institution has a number of the “schoolbooks” 
made there about a century ago by ancestors of a large number 
ef Iowa citizens. They are of the type quite familiar to the octo- 
genarian, but to the teacher in the public schools of today they 
are but superficially understood. The man who produced one of 
these books told, in his ninetieth year, of the training he received 
in the production of the book in Darke County, Ohio, in 1828. 

It formed the first bound collection of clean white paper sheets 
he had-ever. possessed. It was purchased by him when he was 
eighteen years old from the proceeds of three days’ labor, the 
price he then inscribed in the book being 3714 cents. He earned 
money at the same wage to pay his first instructor. He had 
learned. his a-b-c’s from his father. He had been prompted in 
the reading of “Poor Richard” and the Bible by a preacher-shoe- 
maker neighbor. 

- His first lesson was to learn the materials he must bring from 
the woods and from the distant store which entered into the com- 
position of inks, both black and blue. His experiments continued 
under instruction and criticism until he could unerringly produce 
different amounts of inks with identical color and consistency. 
In this period he learned to select the proper feathers and learned 
to select the best shape and type of knife blade from the cutlery 
of the time with which to make the pens. The designation “‘pen- 
knife” so common then, survives to this day in our usage, for 
these more shapely blades. He acquired the art of bringing the 
blade to the proper edge, and of holding or keeping that edge. 
Precision in the slant with which the quill was first cut, then in 
bringing the pen to its point, with the final nib, placing the slit. 
to allow the spread, and scraping the quill to produce the correct 
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spring or resilience, was a long course. It was a practical, if 
not a liberal education of the eyes, nerves and muscles. It pro- 
duced both visual and muscular dexterity that remained with 
this farmer to the end of his life. With average ingenuity it 
adapted itself to a thousand problems of practical mechanics, re- 
sulting, of course, in the saving of his time, money and annoy- 
ance. That was an object of his education, and one of the es- 
sential lessons of “Poor Richard.” 

Mental arithmetic had saved paper and so strengthened the 
mind that not one of his “sums” in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, or short division ever reached the written form. More- 
over, the pupil never had a “sum” in these rudiments set before 
his eyes. All was “told” him orally by the instructor. The 
faculty of attention in the pupil and later, precision of statement 
as a teacher, developed and remained models throughout their 
lives. 

Applying pen to paper, the first entry in the book is a problem 
in “The Single Rule of Three.” From that first problem to the 
last, one in “Longitude and Time,” is evidence of that care with 
pen, accuracy in calculation, and general precision which reveals 
merit in that type of school. Diagrams and tabulations show 
orderly thought. Such books, when finished, marked the exact 
course and the full distance the pupil had been led. It indicated 
proficiency in writing, arithmetic, spelling, and somewhat in 
reading, and gives us the tangent of a life with its illiterate 
origin. 

In another part of the book occurs the penmanship course, 
with its script unfailingly legible, and the texts and mottoes, 
which modified, if they did not afterward govern, this pupil. 
They were one source of his wise sayings, the foundation of his 
prudence, and, with his persistent plodding in Bible reading, 
made the good man known for four full score years for his 
probity and discretion. 

That type of teaching was exactly suited to youth in the 
excitement of the political and religious stress of the times. It 
served parents galled by the limitations and the disadvantages 
of illiteracy. It contributed toward an intelligent “American 
stock.” It produced one Lincoln and a population of pioneers 
of our commonwealth, : 
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OUR DIVISION OF WORLD WAR WORK 


As heretofore stated in the ANNaxs, our World War Division 
of the Iowa Historical, Memorial and Art Department set out to 
supplement the information which a mere roster affords of men 
who served from Iowa in the World War. It is to be presumed 
that the adjutant-general will in due time publish such roster, 
and that it will resemble rosters of Iowa soldiers in prior wars 
in that it will detail with accuracy the service of each Iowa man 
in uniform under the stars and stripes, but will not furnish in- 
formation beyond the brief period of military service, although 
in the building of our state the subsequent civil life of each man 
and woman shall be worthy of public record. 

We here set out a typical communication upon Iowa men in 
foreign service in the World War—men not in Iowa organiza- 
tions, or even under the stars and stripes, but who contributed 
to the common cause none the less. Their status in the biograph- 
ical sense is the same as that of their companions in arms who 
were never elsewhere than under American command. 


NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Department No. 6 
Box 2133 Middle City Station 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Wits. A. 
IL. S. M. Robinson, Secretary 
November 22, 1925. 

Edgar R. Harlan Esq., Curator. 

Historical Department of Iowa. 

Dear Sir: 

We are sending you eighteen more copies of war service records of 
men from your state who served, during the World War, in the armies 
and navies of the Allies, and we hope they will prove of value to you. 

We will be very grateful for any similar war records with which 
you may at any time be able to furnish us. We would point out that our 
list is limited to those who were American citizens at the time of their 
enlistment; we do not include foreigners who were merely residents of 
this country, nor men born in the United States who had become 
naturalized abroad before 1914. 

We have underlined on the records any facts of especial interest, 
such as enlistment in the early days of the War, or the extreme youth 


or age of the soldier, 
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While we believe that all the records which we are sending you are 
those of men who were American citizens, yet we do not guarantee this, 
as some ignorant persons are rather vague as to their nationality. We 
have simply copied the facts supplied by the soldiers themselves. Our 
questionnaire forms contain the words “If naturalized give date and 
place of naturalization” and, to secure more explicit information, we 
have lately added the words, “Was he an American citizen at the time 
of enlistment?” 

Wishing you all success in your task of preserving the memory of 
American fighting men, 

believe me, 
Very truly yours, 
L. S. M. ROBINSON, 
Secretary of Department No. 6. 
IOWA 
Womerstry, W. M. 
Home town: Sioux City, Iowa. 
Born at Halifax, Yorkshire, March 8, 1896. Entered the United States 
from Canada while an infant. 
Became a naturalized American before November, 1916. 
Enlisted at Chicago, Illinois. 
The Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment, British Army. 
Rank: private, No. 57153. 
Returned to the United States on S. S. “Orduna.” 
Worked for H. McIntyre’s Iron Co., 521 Fifth Street, Sioux City. 
Address: 216 9th Street, Sioux City, Iowa. 
Buxton, Witiiam Henry. 
Born at Des Moines, Iowa. 
Enlisted at Chesterfield, Derbyshire, England. 
218th Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derby- 
shire Regiment), British Army. 

Rank: private, No. 77848. 
Served in France and Flanders. 
Killed in action September 26, 1917. 
Mriuer, D. 
Home town: Davenport, Iowa. 
Born at Davenport, Iowa, November 2, 1888. 
Enlisted in Scotland, February 27, 1915. 
Royal Army Service Corps, British Army. 
Rank: private, No. M/051065. 


Returned to the United States on S. S. “Orduna,” sailing from England 


June 7, 1919. 
Address: Route 1, Box 126, Davenport, Iowa. 


Josern, Joserm RicHarp, 
Born in Iowa. Lyd 
Enlisted in London, England. j 
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5th City of London Battalion (London Rifle Brigade), British Army. 

Rank: lance-corporal, No. 302390. 

Served in France and Flanders. 

Died of wounds March 25, 1918. 

Franxuin, Kerxoae. 

Born in Ames, Iowa, April 17, 1895. 

25th Battalion Canadian (Nova Scotia) Infantry. Transferred to 
2/28th Battalion, City of London Regiment (Artist’s Rifles) British 
Army. 

Transferred to the Royal Engineers, British Army. 

Promoted from private in the Canadian Infantry to Corporal Artist’s 
Rifles to Lieutenant Royal Engineers. 

Rank: lieutenant. 

Graduated from Yale, 1916. ~ 

Address: Yale Club, New York City. 

Information furnished by brother, Curtis Franklin. 

Birney, B. C. Nor. 

Home town: Charles City, Iowa. 

Born in the United States. 

Coldstream Guards, British Army. 

Rank: lieutenant. 

Information supplied by Guards Employment Society, London. 

Morzier, ArtHur APppLesy. 

Home town: Sioux City, Iowa. 

Born in the United States. 

Grenadier Guards, British Army. 

Rank: lieutenant. 

Information supplied by Guards Employment Society, London. 

Winiamson, JOHN. 

Born at Cherate County, Kansas. 

Enlisted at Cowdenheath, Fifeshire, Scotland. 

Ist Battalion, The Black Watch (Royal Highlanders), British Army. 

Killed in action in France or Flanders, May 9, 1915. 


Carter, Luoyp Hawtry. 


Home town: Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Born at Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Enlisted May 31, 1917, at Hamilton, Ontaria, Canada. 

2nd Depot Regiment, Canadian Mounted Rifles. Shortly afterwards 
transferred to Royal Flying Corps, later Royal Air Force. 

Promoted to non-commissioned flying instructor. 

Killed in flying accident at Leaside near Toronto, Canada, February 
28, 1918. 

Buried at Ottumwa, Iowa, with full military honors. 

Information furnished by Vernon Everett Bundy, c/o The Rey. D. E. 
Bundy, Trinidad, Colorado. 
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Brpweti, EARNnest. 

Son of Robert Wakefield Bedwell and Nevada Cromer. 

Home town: Spring Hill, Iowa. 

Born at Spring Hill, July 16, 1893. 

Enlisted March 2, 1916. 

194th Battalion Canadian Infantry (Edmonton Highlanders). 

Rank: private, No. 904599. 

Was recommended for the British Distinguished Conduct Medal by 
Australian officers at Wouverghen Woods in 1917, but never received 
it. Wounded April 13, 1918, in the retreat from Armentieres. 

Took part in the following battles: Paschendaele, 1917; Messines, 1917; 
Amiens, 1918; Retreat from Armentieres, 1918. 

Discharged February 24, 1919. 

After enlistment, was sent to Edmonton, Alberta, for training, then to 
Sartee Camp, Calgary, Alberta, where he trained until December 4, 
1916, when was sent overseas. ‘Transferred to the 211th Battalion, 
Canadian Infantry (American Legion) October, 1916. Left England 
for France April 14, 1917. Was a dispatch writer in France. Wounded 
in leg April 13, 1918, and then invalided to England, sent to the 
Second Southern General Hospital at Bringham, England, July 24, 
sent to a hospital at Buxton, where he remained until October 18, 
when he was sent to Liverpool and invalided back to Canada October 
31, 1918; arrived there on Armistice Day and sent to hospital at 
Edmonton, Alberta, where he remained until the date of his dis- 
charge. Was in hospital one year and a month, and had six opera- 
tions. 

Harkins, Joun Corne ius. 

Son of John Harkins and Jane Coyle. 

Home town: Waukon, Iowa. 

Born at Waukon, August, 1882. 

Enlisted July 28, 1916. 

27th Battalion, Canadian Infantry, Second Division. 

Rank: private, No. 913684. 

Took part in the fighting from Vimy Ridge to Armistice Day. 

Address: Anyox, P. O. Box 126, British Columbia, Canada. 

Hatverson, Meryiy. 


Son of Henry Halverson and Isabell Larson. 

Born in Clay County, Iowa, March 5, 1899. 

Enlisted February 22, 1916, 

209th Battalion, Canadian Infantry; transferred to 103rd Battalion. 

Rank: private, No. 252248, 

Lost his left leg except eight inches of thigh at Vimy Ridge. 

Went to France in 1916. 

Took part in the following battles: Somme, Vimy Ridge, Second battle 
of Ypres. 

On February 11, 1922, he was accidently shot by a neighbor’s boy with 
a 88 calibre revolver, shot through the abdomen, bullet lodged in the 
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spine, operated on at the hospital at Medicine Hat, Alberta Hospital, 
but died February 13, 1922. 

Luried at Hatten, Saskatchewan, Canada. 

Next of kin: Henry Halverson, Kinkorth, Saskatchewan, Canada 
(father). 


Weiner, Ira Miron. 

Son of Francis Welliner and Bertha Peterford. 

Born at Lansing, Iowa. 

Enlisted March 30, 1916. 

175th Battalion, Canadian Infantry. 

Rank: private, No. 696615. 

Discharged July 13, 1919. 

Address: Suffield, Alberta, Canada. 

Transferred to the Canadian Forestry Corps, February, 1917, with 
which he served in France. 

WHEELOCK, Jesse Hayes. 

Son of Alfred Wheelock and ——_——— Emerson. 

Home town: Algona, Iowa. 

Born May 11, 1876. 

Enlisted July 12, 1915. 

No. 2 Platoon, A Company, 66th Battalion Canadian Infantry. 

Rank: private, No. 100956. 

Only got as far as England when he became ill and unfit for service in 
France, so was sent back to Canada. 

Discharged November 11, 1916. 

Address: Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


Butcer, JOHN FRANCIs. 

Son of W. H. Bulger and Annie Anderson. 

Born at Northwood, Worth County, Iowa. 

Enlisted January 6, 1915. 

Ist Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles. 

Rank: private, No. 108122. 

Awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 

Lost his left hand at Hooge, March 22, 1915. 

Discharged January 14, 1917. 

He was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for picking up a 
live hand grenade and throwing it from the trench, 

Address: Arrowwood, Alberta, Canada. 


Yrzen, Niets C. 

Son of Nick Ytzen and Lena Petersen. 

Home town: Hampton, Iowa. 

Born at Thornton, Iowa, November 22, 1892. 

American citizen at time of enlistment. 

Enlisted June 12, 1917. 

Motor Transport Service, Royal Army Service Corps, British Army. 
Rank: private No. M/408631. 

Discharged March 31, 1920. 
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Address: Hampton, Iowa. 


Lirron, Eart Burron. 

Son of James Litton and Ella Case. 
Home town: Fairfield, Iowa. 

Born at Fairfield, January 5, 1893. 


Enlisted March 22, 1915. 
Royal Army Service Corps, 43rd Remount Squadron and General Head- 


quarters Staff, British Army. 

Promoted twice to sergeant and staff-sergeant; rank at time of dis- 
charge, private, No. R4/063381. 

Discharged June 28, 1919. 

Address: R. F. D. 5, Fairfield, Iowa. 


Hott, Harry. 

Son of Francis McClellan Hull and Mary Ellen Shroyer. 

Home town: Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

Born at Peoria, Iowa. 

Enlisted January 22, 1917. 

Inland Water Transport and Inland Waterways and Docks Section 
Royal Engineers, British Army. 

Rank: sapper, No. 271902. 

Served in France 1917-1918. 

Discharged May 25, 1919. 

Address: University Park, Iowa. 


TWO INTERESTING CANES. 

Two of the score of walking sticks in our collections have in- 
teresting origins and implications. 

Of the two in mind, one was presented to us by Charles Mason 
Remey, son of Admiral George C. Remey. The mother of Charles 
Mason Remey was a daughter of Charles Mason, eminent early 
Iowa jurist and political leader of first rank in Washington, D. 
C., from 1850 to 1870. This cane is not beautiful. The ferule 
is broken off and gone. But attached to the ivory head is a card 
in the writing of Mr. Remey reading, “Walking Stick given to 
Charles Mason by Jefferson Davis. Cut from the Davis home 
estate.” 

The second cane was presented to us by Emerson Hough and 
to it is attached a card inscribed in the handwriting of Mr. 
Hough: “This cane was made from an Abraham Lincoln rail. 
Presented to Emerson Hough by his father-in-law, C. H. Chese- 
bro, of Galesburg, Ill. It was given to Mr. Chesebro by Mr. 
Chapman, of Farmington, Ill, and is a Lincoln relic, 
or of his immediate day. E, H.” 
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NOTABLE DEATHS 


Joun Hersert Quick was born on a farm in Grundy County, Iowa, 
near. Steamboat Rock, October 23, 1861, and died May 10, 1925, at Co- 
lumbia, Missouri, where he was filling a speaking engagement. . Burial 
was at Syracuse, New York, the home of his wife’s people. His parents 
were Martin and Margaret (Coleman) Quick. His boyhood was spent 
on farms in Grundy County. He attended common school and from 
1882 to 1890 followed teaching, becoming principal of a ward school in 
Mason City. There he studied law, was admitted to the bar and in 1890 
removed to Sioux City and engaged in practice, which he continued 
about seventeen years, being associated with J. S. Lawrence, A. S. Wil- 
son, and John R. Carter. He was active in public affairs, and was 
three times the Democratic nominee for mayor of Sioux City, first in 
1896 when he failed of election, again in 1898 when he was elected, and 
again in 1900, this time for re-election, when he lost at the polls. From 
1900 to 1904 he was the Eleventh District member of the Democratic 
State Central Committee. In 1902 he was the Democratic nominee for 
judge of the Supreme Court to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Charles M. Waterman, but was defeated with his party ticket. From 
his youth and throughout his life subjects concerning agriculture and 
farm life largely engrossed his attention, and in these years at Sioux 


* City he was writing for the Farmer and Breeder, published there. In 


December, 1908, he accepted the position of associate editor of La Fol- 
lette’s Weekly, but in July of 1909 he became editor of the Farm and 
Fireside, Springfield, Ohio, continuing as such until 1916 when Presi- 
dent Wilson appointed him a member of the Federal Farm Loan Bu- 
reau. This position he resigned in 1919. From this time on, in pur- 
suance of a life ambition, he devoted his time and talents more unre- 
servedly to the production of literature. For years he had been con- 
tributing occasionally to leading magazines as well as publishing books. 
He was the author of “In the Fairyland of America,” 1902; “Aladdin & 
Co.,” 1904; “Double Trouble,” 1905; “The Broken Lance,” 1907; “Amer- 
ican Inland Waterways,” 1909; “Virginia of the Air Lanes,” 1909; 
“Yellowstone Nights,” 1911; “On Board the Good Ship Earth,” 1913; 
“The Brown Mouse,” 1915; “From War to Peace,” 1919; “The Fairview 
Idea,” 1919. Then followed “Vandermark’s Folly” in 1921, “The Hawk- 
eye” in 1923, and “The Invisible Woman” in 1924. This trilogy dealt 
with Iowa pioneer life, and the periods immediately following, and 
marked the culmination of Mr. Quick’s literary career, placing him in 
the first rank of American story writers. “One Man’s Life,” his auto- 
biography, was completed only to the era of his removal to Sioux City, 
but was published in 1925. During the last few years of his life his home 
had been at Berkeley Springs, West Virginia. 
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Cora Bussey Hixis was born at Bloomfield, Iowa, August 8, 1858, 
and died in an automobile accident near Saint Cloud, Minnesota, August 
12, 1924. Burial was in Des Moines, Iowa. Her parents were Cyrus 
(afterward General) Bussey and Ellen (Kiser) Bussey. Soon after the 
close of the Civil War General Bussey and his family removed to New 
Orleans, Louisiana, where Cora grew to womanhood and was graduated 
from Sylvester Larned Institute, New Orleans. In 1880 she was mar- 
ried to Isaac Lea Hillis. In 1883 they removed to Des Moines. In 1887 
Mrs. Hillis was one of the incorporators of the Des Moines Women’s 
Club. She soon began her notable career as a worker and organizer in 
the cause of child welfare, by securing the first public bath house in 
Des Moines for children, so they could in safety enjoy the river. In 
1898 she attended, in Washington, D. C., the second meeting of the Con- 
gress of Mothers, as a delegate from the Iowa Child Study Society, a 
department of the Iowa State Teachers’ Association. Soon thereafter 
she organized the Iowa Congress of Mothers. She introduced the penny 
savings system in the Des Moines schools, and in 1901 secured the first 
children’s ward in the Iowa Methodist Hospital. In 1902 she opened a 
public sewing room in connection with the Des Moines public schools, 
where children who were out of school for lack of clothing were sup- 
plied with garments by mothers’ clubs. In 1904 she led in organizing 
public opinion for a juvenile court law for Iowa, assisted in drafting 
a bill, and urged it upon the General Assembly, which resulted in its 
adoption, Iowa thus becoming one among the early states enacting this 
beneficent system. In 1912 Mrs, Hillis organized in Des Moines a “Save 
the baby” campaign and personally conducted a fresh air camp for 
mothers and sick babies. In 1914 she organized the Iowa Child Welfare 
Association and in 1915 urged on the legislature the adoption of a bill 
providing for the establishment of a Child Welfare Research Station 
at the University of Iowa, which was passed in 1917, having as its ob- 
ject the inivestigation of the best scientific methods of conserving and 
developing the normal child. This station was the first of its kind in 
the United States, although several states have since followed. In No- 
vember, 1923, Governor Kendall appointed The Iowa Child Welfare 
Commsision, making her one of the members. Its duty was to make 
a thorough investigation of the whole field relating to dependent, de- 
linquent and unfortunate children, and to make recommendations to the 
governor and the Forty-first General Assembly. Mrs. Hillis assisted 


in this work, but her death occurred before the report was submitted. 


In vision as well as accomplishment in her chosen field, child welfare, 
Mrs. Hillis perhaps had no equal in the country. 


Frank Epwarvs Lyman, Jr., was born at Kinsman, Ohio, June 20,. 


1869, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, April 13, 1925. His parents were 
Frank E. and Eunice I. Lyman. He came to Des Moines in 1886 and 
was graduated from East Des Moines High School in 1890, He began 
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newspaper work with the Des Moines Capital and served in various 
capacities on all the Des Moines dailies. In 1894 he joined the editorial 
staff of the Des Moines Leader, and went from that position to the Des 
Moines News, becoming its managing editor. For eight years he was 
manager of the Iowa bureau of the United Press Association. He left 
that position to become state editor of the Des Moines Register, and 
served there until the United States entered the World War, that being 
his last newspaper work. Interspersed with his newspaper work- was 
his military activity. He enlisted in Company H, Third Regiment, I. 
N. G., July 11, 1889; was appointed sergeant August 8, 1889; became 
quartermaster-sergeant, Third Regiment, July 1, 1890; battalion ser- 
geant-major, Third Regiment, April 30, 1892; was commissioned engi- 
neer and signal officer of First Brigade, August 23, 1892; resigned 
January 11, 1897. He organized the Twelfth Signal Corps, U. S. Volun- 
teers, was commissioned captain and went with it to Cuba, serving from 
June 11, 1898, to April 17, 1899, when the corps was mustered out. 
From April 17, 1899, to May 26, 1901, he was a first lieutenant in the 
signal service of the U. S. Volunteers, and from May 27, 1901, to March 
25, 1904, he was a first lieutenant in the U. S. Army, serving in the 
Philippines. On the latter date he resigned and returned home and on 
June 7, 1904, was appointed inspector-general of the Iowa National 
Guard, and received honorable discharge April 12, 1906. In April, 1917, 
when the United States entered the World War, Major Lyman was 
appointed director of the selective service for Iowa, and was of great 
assistance to Governor Harding and Adjutant Generals) Logan and 
Lasher in the great military organization so quickly made in the state. 
The fine record made by the state, which placed it fourth in the United 
States for efficiency and economy in administering the selective service 
law, was to a great degree due to the ability of Major Lyman. After 
the Armistice was signed he was appointed secretary-director of the 
Iowa Roster Commission and accomplished a stupendous task in com- 
piling the materials concerning the Iowa soldiers in the World War. 


Franx Q. Sruart was born at Melrose, Monroe County, Iowa, Janu- 
ary 24, 1856, and died in San Francisco, California, January 2, 1923. 
Interment was at Chariton, Iowa. His parents were Thomas C. and 
Philomenia Philadelphia (Thorp) Stuart. He obtained a high school 
education, learned telegraphy and followed it for a time, studied law 
with his brother, T. M. Stuart, at Chariton, was admitted to the bar in 
1877 and began practice at Corning, being associated with his brothers, 
T. M. Stuart of Chariton, T. B. Stuart of Albia, and Dell Stuart of 
Osceola, as Stuart Bros. He removed to Denver, Colorado, in the early 
°80’s, engaged in the practice of law there with his brother, T. B. Stuart, 
and was a member of the Colorado Legislature from 1885 to 1887. He 
removed to Chariton, Iowa, in 1890 and in March, 1891, was elected 
mayor, but resigned in a few weeks thereafter to do editorial work on 
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the Des Moines Leader, then under the ownership of Henry Stivers, in 
which work he remained for over a year. Having returned to Chariton, 
he was editor of the Chariton Democrat from 1893 to 1898. In 1894 he 
was the Democratic and Peoples Party fusion candidate for Congress 
from the Eighth District, but was defeated by W. P. Hepburn. In the 
state campaign of 1897 he had charge of the Democratic press bureau, 
and in 1898 was temporary chairman of the Democratic State Conven- 
tion, held at Marshalltown, and made the keynote speech. In the 1900 
presidential campaign he was official editor for the Executive Committee 
of the Democratic National Committee at the Chicago headquarters. In 
1902 he was assistant chairman, and did much of the real work as chair- 
man, of the Democratic State Central Committee. In 1907, while tem- 
porarily residing in Louisiana, he was a delegate from that state to the 
National Conference held in Des Moines on the subject of electing 
United States senators by direct vote of the people. In 1910, having 
returned to Iowa, he was the Democratic candidate for Congress in the 
Eighth District, being defeated by H. M. Towner. In 1912 he left the 
Democratic party and espoused the cause of the Peoples Party, but in 
the later years of his life he again classed himself a Democrat. The 
last five years of his life, 1918 to 1923, he did editorial work on the 
Iowa Homestead. He was active, versatile, and brilliant. 


Joun T. Hammron was born in Henry County, Illinois, October 16, 
1843, and died in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, January 24, 1925.* His parents 
were James S. and Mary (Taylor) Hamilton. He acquired his educa- 
tion in the public schools of Geneseo, Illinois, and in Geneseo Academy. 
He commenced his business career as a solicitor of fire insurance, which 
he followed for three years. On February 2, 1868, he removed to Cedar 
Rapids and represented a Chicago: reaper company, but later in the 
year he formed a partnership under the firm name of Averill & Hamil- 
ton, dealers in farm machinery and implements. In 1873 John R. Amidon 
purchased the Averill interest and the firm became Hamilton & Amidon. 
In 1891 Mr. Hamilton’s brothers, W. W. and Porter, purchased Mr. 
Amidon’s interest and the firm became Hamilton Brothers. Before this 


time, however, in 1883 the Cedar Rapids Savings Bank was organized” 


with Mr. Hamilton as president, which position he retained for thirty- 
five years, when he disposed of his interest in that bank, having in 1899 


purchased a controlling interest in the Merchants National Bank of’ 


Cedar Rapids and become its president.. He was also a director in sev- 


eral other business concerns in the city. His first public service com- 


menced soon after he came to Cedar Rapids when he became assistant 
cihef of the fire department. He was mayor of Cedar Rapids in 1878, 
was a member of the Linn County Board of Supervisors in 1882-4, was’ 


elected representative in 1885, and re-elected in 1887 and 1889, serving” 


in the Twenty-first, Twenty-second, and. Twenty-third general assem- 


blies. The Twenty-third (1890) was the one in which- occurred the fa" 
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mous deadlock- when the House failed to organize for over a month, 
when finally Mr. Hamilton was elected speaker. In 1890 he was elected 
to Congress, defeating the Republican nominee, George R. Struble, and 
served in the Fifty-second Congress, but in 1892 he was defeated for 
re-election by Robert G. Cousins. On the death of L. G. Kinne, Gover- 
nor Cummins appointed Mr. Hamilton a member of the Board of Con- 
trol of State Institutions for the remainder of Mr. Kinne’s term, and 
appointed him for a full six-year term beginning April 5, 1908, but he 
resigned October 1, 1909. In 1914 he was the Democratic candidate for 
governor, but was defeated by Governor George W. Clarke who was 
running for his second term. Mr. Hamilton was an able public man 
and a citizen of the highest type. 


Wuiim L. Davis was born near South Bend, Indiana, August 4, 
1848, and died in Washington, D. C., March 5, 1925. Burial was at 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. His parents were Rey. William and Charlotte 
(Miller) Davis. His father was a minister of the United Brethren 
church and, during the son’s youth, served charges in various towns in 
Indiana and Ohio. William L. had the advantage of a common school 
and academic education. In 1861 he went with two of his brothers to 
Illinois where they farmed. In 1862 the family removed to Muscatine, 
Iowa, and August 7, 1862, he enlisted in Company B, Thirty-fifth Iowa 
Infantry, and was with his command in their great campaigns under 
Grant, Sherman, Thomas, A. J. Smith and others. He became a lieu- 
tenant in the Fifty-ninth United States Colored Infantry in 1865 and 
was mustered out March 31, 1866. He then came to the vicinity of 
Cedar Rapids and engaged in various occupations but in the late ’60’s 
bought the Lisbon Sun and for ten years was its owner and editor. In 
1869 he was appointed postmaster at Lisbon and was continued in that 
position for sixteen years, or until during Cleveland’s administration. 
While at Lisbon he organized a company of Iowa National Guard and 
became its captain. He advanced to lieutenant-colonel, and then colonel 
of the First Regiment. At the inauguration of President Harrison in 
1889 he commanded a battalion of I. N .G., and in 1893 at the dedica- 
tion of the Iowa Building at the Columbian Exposition he, having been 
promoted to brigadier-general, commanded a brigade, consisting of the 
First and Second regiments. During the thirty years of his later active 
life he was an employee of the money order department of the Cedar 
Rapids postoffice. 


Epwin E. Lucas was born near Hillsboro, Iowa, March 30, 1866, and 
died at Stockport August 24, 1922. Burial was at Keosauqua. His 
parents were Francis Marion and Mary Elizabeth Lazenby Lucas. He 
attended common school and was graduated from Pierce’s Business Col- 
lege, Keokuk, in 1888. He held various positions with mercantile houses 
in Fairfield until in 1894 when he entered mercantile business for him- 
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self. During 1899 to 1902 he served as deputy clerk of the District 
Court for Jefferson County and in 1902 was elected clerk, re-elected 
two years later, and served four years. In 1909 he removed to Des 
Moines. He enlisted at Fairfield January 25, 1897, in Company M, Sec- 
ond Infantry, I. N. G. He was promoted to first sergeant of Company 
M, Fiftieth Volunteer Infantry, May 17, 1898, and served during the 
Spanish-American War with that organization from that date to No- 
vember 30, 1898. He was appointed first lieutenant of Company M, 
Fiftieth Infantry, I. N. G., February 21, 1899, and promoted to captain 
August 3, 1900, and served as such until August 3, 1905, when he was 
reappointed captain of Company M, Fifty-fourth Infantry; promoted to 
major March 17, 1908; appointed colonel and assistant adjutant-general 
February 1, 1909; transferred to quartermaster’s corps May 31, 191%, 
with rank of major; transferred to the adjutant-general’s department 
September 1, 1918, as United States property and disbursing officer ; 
reappointed assistant adjutant-general with rank of major July 4, 1919; 
and resigned because of illness June 8, 1922, to become effective June 
30, 1922. He was efficient and honorable both as citizen and soldier. 


Josep1 Rea Reep was born in Ashland County, Ohio, March 12, 1835, 
and died in Council Bluffs, Iowa, April 2, 1925. His parents were Wil- 
liam and Rosanna Lyle Reed. He attended common school, and Hayes- 
ville Academy, alternating the latter with school-teaching. In 1857 he 
removed to Adel, Iowa, became a student in the law office of Dodge & 
Boyle, was admitted to the bar in 1859 and began practice. On August 
8, 1861, he was mustered in as first lieutenant of the Second Battery, 
Iowa Light Artillery, commanded the battery after December 1, 1862, 
was promoted to captain August 31, 1864, and was mustered out June 
10, 1865. The battery was engaged at New Madrid, Island No. 10, Cor- 
inth, Vicksburg, Nashville, Mobile and in many other important actions. 
Captain Reed returned to Adel and resumed law practice. In 1865 he 
was elected senator and served in the Eleventh and Twelfth general as- 
semblies. In 1869 he removed to Council Bluffs and practiced there 
until September 1, 1872, when Governor Carpenter appointed him a 
judge of the Thirteenth Judicial District. By reason of elections he 
served until January, 1884, when he assumed the duties of a judge of 
the Supreme Court, having been elected to that office the previous Octo- 
ber. He served in this position until he resigned February 28, 1889, 
having been elected to Congress the previous November. He served in 
the Fifty-first Congress, ending in 1891, and in that year was appointed 
by President Harrison chief justice of the Private Land Claims, which 
court had jurisdiction of claims of lands received under grants from 
Spain and Mexico in the territory acquired by the United States from 
Mexico. After that service was completed he resumed his law practice 


at Council Bluffs. In 1901 he became president of the Commercial Bank 
of Council Bluffs. 
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Apert JonATHAN Epwarps was born at Troy, Wisconsin, January 
22, 1847, and died at Waterloo, Iowa, March 6, 1925. His parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jonathan Edwards, removed to Thomaston, Connecticut, when 
Albert was four years old. One year later his father was killed in a 
railway accident, and when nine years old he went to Beaver Dam, 
Wisconsin, to live with relatives, who removed with him to Black Hawk 
County, Iowa, in 1857. He attended country school, and for a few 
terms, school in Waterloo. He remained at farm work until 1869, ran 
a peddler’s wagon one year, and in January, 1879, was appointed deputy 
sehriff of the county, continuing as such three years, when he was ap- 
pointed deputy clerk of the District Court. In 1880 he was elected 
clerk and was re-elected five times, serving twelve years. At the sugges- 
tion of Horace Boies he studied law and was admitted to the bar, but 
in 1892 became cashier of the Commercial National Bank, serving until 
January 1, 1896, when he was appointed attorney for the Leavitt & 
Johnson ‘Trust Company. In 1897 he formed a partnership for the 
practice of law with Alfred Longley. In 1913 Judge C. E. Ransier, 
and later George D. Harris, joined the firm, which became Edwards, 
Longley, Ransier & Harris. Mr. Edwards was president of the Board 
of Education of East Waterloo for thirteen years, and was active in 
many good causes. He was interested in local history and was instru- 
mental in securing the admirable autobiographical sketch of Governor 
Boies, published in the July, 1924, Annats or Iowa. 


Josepit Marres was born at Camanche, Iowa, October 1, 1855, and 
died at Odebolt, Iowa, April 17, 1925. The family removed to Lyons 
in 1862, and there Joseph was educated in common school and high school. 
He clerked a year in a wholesale hardware concern in Clinton and in 
1879 removed to Odebolt and engaged in a small way in hardware busi- 
ness, in which he in time became very successful. He also became in- 
terested in banking and during the last eighteen years of his life was 
president of the First National Bank of Odebolt, and for the last few 
years also had been president of the Kiron State Bank. In 1901 he was 
elected representative and was re-elected two years later, then in 1906 
was elected to the Senate, and re-elected to that body four years later, 
thus serving in the Twenty-ninth and the two succeeding assemblies in 
the House, and in the Thirty-second and the three succeeding ones in 
the Senate. During the last two assemblies he served in the House he 
was chairman of the Appropriations Committee, and the same honor 
and responsibility came to him in the Senate during his last two ses- 
sions there. His business ability, integrity, and courage qualified him 
for the good service he rendered. When the State Budget Department 
was organized in 1924 Governor Kendall appointed him as a member 
of the Budget Appeal Board, which position he held at the time of his 
death. He was a very useful citizen both to his home community and to 


his state, 
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Cuartes D, Futten was born at Agency, Wapello County, Iowa, July 
8, 1860, and died in Seattle, Washington, September 12, 1923. His 
parents were John and Margaret Sage Fullen. He attended common 
school, was tutored for years by Major John Beach, son-in-law of Gen- 
eral Joseph M. Street, attended Iowa Wesleyan University two years, 
was graduated from Chicago University, and in 1880 was graduated 
from the Law Department of the State University of Iowa. When a 
boy he had learned telegraphy, and on leaving the University, not being 
old enough to be admitted to the practice of law, he followed telegraphy 
for about two years. In 1882 he was admitted and began practice in 
Fairfield. In 1883 he became a partner of I. D. Jones, the firm being 
Jones & Fullen. From 1886 to 1893 inclusive he was the, First District 
member of the Democratic State Central Committee, and was its secre- 
tary in 1887 and 1888, and its chairman in 1890, 1891, 1892, and 1893. 
He was. United States attorney for the Southern District of Iowa from 
1894 to 1898, thereafter for a time practiced law in Chicago in partner- 
ship with States Attorney Jacob Kerns, but in 1906 removed to Seattle, 
Washington, where he was successful as a lawyer, and prominent in civic 
and in the political affairs of the state. 


Zenas Cuartes 'THorNBuRG was born near Redfield, Iowa, July 14, 
1872, and died in Des Moines May 3, 1925. His parents were Thomas 
A. and Jennie (Vestal) Thornburg. He attended common schools, Guth- 
rie County High School at Panora, and was graduated from Highland 
Park Normal School, and later from Highland Park College. In 1893 
he became superintendent of Oak Park School, Des Moines, going from 
there to Capital Park School, where he was superintendent three years. 
In 1901 he was elected county superintendent of schools of Polk County, 
and was re-elected in 1903, serving in all five years. He then went to 
Highland Park College as a member of the faculty for two years, was 
assistant superintendent of schools of Des Moines in 1908-13, and in 
1913 succeeded to the superintendency of the city schools, which he re- 
tained until 1921. He then became a member of the faculty of Des 
Moines College, then under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian church, 
leaving it in July, 1924, when he became postmaster at Des Moines. He 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was active in church, 
Sunday School, and Y. M. C. A. work, interested in fraternal orders, 
and was a most useful citizen. 


Newron Ray Parvin was born in Muscatine, Iowa, July 5, 1851, and 
died in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, January 16, 1925. His parents were Mr. 
and Mrs. Theodore S. Parvin. The family removed to Iowa City in 
1860 where the father became professor of natural history in the State 
University and where the son became a student in the Model School, 
and from 1864 to 1867 a student in the Preparatory Department of 
the University. His father having been for many years grand secretary 
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of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Iowa, Newton entered that office in 1872 
as a clerk, and in 1877 became deputy grand secretary. In 1885 the 
headquarters of the fraternity were removed to Cedar Rapids and on 
the death of his father in 1901 he became grand secretary as well as 
librarian of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Iowa, which positions he ad- 
ministered with fidelity and ability until his death. He was made a 
Mason in 1874 and advanced through all the degrees until 1895 when 
the thirty-third degree was conferred on him. He was vice president 
of the National Masonic Research Society, St. Louis, Missouri, and was 
recognized nationally and internationally as an authority on Masonry. 
The library his father and he built up is a credit to the order and to 
the state. 


A. W. Wirxryson was born in Scott Township, Madison County, 
Iowa, November 22, 1848, and died at Winterset February 20, 1925. 
His parents were John and Clarissa (Matthews) Wilkinson. He was 
educated in district school and in Winterset Academy. He became a 
surveyor and was elected county surveyor in 1871 and served two 
years. He was admitted to the bar in 1872, but in 1873 went to Cali- 
fornia and followed civil engineering and school-teaching for two years. 
He returned to Winterset and January 1, 1875, opened a law office in 
Winterset and soon obtained a good practice. In November, 1882, he 
was elected district attorney for the Fifth Judicial District, and served 
four years, or until the office of district attorney was abolished. The 
fall of 1886 he was elected a judge of the Fifth District and by reason 
of re-elections served for sixteen years, or until 1902, when he resumed 
the practice at Winterset, in partnership with his son, Philip R. Wilkin- 
son, continuing until his death. He stood high in his profession and as 
a citizen. 


Cuaries Herren Witson was born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, April 
25, 1834, and died in Washington, Iowa, February 28, 1925. His parents 
were William Wilson, Sr., and Minerva J. (Hellen) Wilson. He at- 
tended common school, but when seventeen years old, 1851, entered the 
printing office of the Pennsylvania Democrat at Uniontown. In July, 
1853, removed to Muscatine, Iowa, and took employment in the office 
of the Muscatine Journal. In June, 1855, he purchased of Jacob and 
John Mahin their half interest in the Journal, his partner being Orion 
Clemens, a brother of Mark Twain, and they changed it to a daily. In 
1858 he disposed of his interest in the Jowrnal and removed to Wash- 
ington where, for the next half century, he was in active business, for 
a time as groceryman, then as hardware merchant, as well as engaging 
in commercial enterprises. He was a leading member of the Methodist 
church, and an influential Republican. Besides being a member of the 
City Council, he was twice Mayor of Washington, and in 1871 was 
elected representative and served in the Fourteenth General Assembly. 
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Henry N. Donnowe was born near Story City, Iowa, March 11, 1872, 
and died at Story City April 4, 1925. He was educated in common 
school and in St. Ansgar Academy. He resided for a time at North- 
wood, clerking in a store there, but soon located at Story City where 
he with his brot her, John Donhowe, entered the clothing business. How- 
ever, auctioneering, which he had commenced early, soon took all his 
time during sale seasons and he came to be one of the most successful 
auctioneers in the state. In 1909 he assisted in organizing the Story 
City National Bank, of which he later was president, and he also be- 
came interested in several other banks situated in nearby towns, and 
in their management. In 1920 he was elected representative and was 
re-elected in 1922, serving in the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth general as- 
semblies. He was a member of the Board of Trustees of the Jewell 
Luther College at Jewell, Iowa, and was engaged in many other activi- 
ties beneficial to his community. 


Suetsy Cuxiison was born at Harlan, Iowa, June 2, 1887, and died 
in Los Angeles, California, January 18, 1925. Burial was at Harlan. 
His parents were George W. and Jennie S. (Gates) Cullison. He was 
graduated from Harlan High School in 1904, and from the Law De- 
partment of the State University of Iowa in 1908, He then entered 
into partnership with his father in the practice of the law at Harlan 
in which he attained marked success. On the resignation of Truman S. 
Stevens as a judge of the District Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Dis- 
trict, Mr. Cullison was appointed to that pesition on April 27, 1917, and 
served acceptably to the end of the term in the following January. He 
served for a considerable time as an assistant in the attorney-general’s 
office under Attorney-General H. M. Havner. He was useful and help- 
ful to his home community, served two terms on the city council, for 


some years as city solicitor, and was president of the local school board 
at the time of his death. 


Cuartrs Frercurr Barey was born near Chillicothe, Ohio, April 3, 
1842, and died at Colorado Springs, Colorado, while there visiting a 
son, on April 18, 1925. Burial was at Wyndmere, North Dakota. His 
parents were John and Susannah Bailey. They removed with their 
family to Linn County, Iowa, in 1850, and to Black Hawk County soon 
thereafter. From there Charles F. enlisted in Company E, Fifth Iowa 
Infantry, July 1, 1861, and served throughout the war. Returning home 
he engaged in farming, later removing to Ireton, Sioux County. In 1895 
he was elected representative from Sioux County, and was re-elected 
two years later, serving in the Twenty-sixth and Twenty-seventh gen- 
eral assemblies. In 1899 he was chosen state commander of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and served the following year. In 1902 he re- 
moved to Barney, North Dakota. After the death of his wife in 1919, 
he made his home with a son at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 
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